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~ Chapter III
Tahe World Within as Viewed by the Artist.
23 L loced Ve opttdoor I Fe
My first love was to become & foresteg(but my parents
wouldﬁt let me leave home., As 2 result}I worked as an artist

and became involved in a fantastlc visual world. In 1929,

year of the great depression , wieew men jumped out the window
to save their families from financial ruin via 1life insurance «

s, You couldn'’t get a Jjob unless

you had a relative who would hire you.
| I went to Cooper Union art school at night and my visual
PSyclie g5 7S
wypld began to affect me so mu?B/fﬁatlI dredmt all night long. é/
cgnireny 1o jpireres SEAP-21etrtlg W) Hoe s VS 1 VRPF551 GE

Finally, by asserting my will power, I eléminated my dreams( at

least from & conscious subconcious 1eve13(//;;;—;;f;;;;;=:; drawing

of Van Gogh's that I like the most 1s the one called "contemplating
blncly, sl T Z -

eternity(or oblivion?)", axsketch of an old man in a zeeledns chalir.

Talking about a painfiﬁg}helps it come alive. I§31 had stayed in

the field of arF’I would have gone into colored motion pictures

because of the fact that € "living art" can reach the emotions

petter than "still 1ife." '

There afe a few of ﬁy works that I enjoy in additions to the
portraits that I have painted. One is the sunlight shining through
my closed eyelids that I gave to my friend. Another is the one
showing the view of the rest of my visible body as I gaze out from

the prison of my skull. Iastly there was the blue nude that had

Ped hair and looked like a p&za ple and was my first painting sold-
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Being an artist was great. You could be tempermental and no one
/4/5; s was p jno(wa 18 et Pespleds
could complain I sketched continually on buses, on trains, in
7 Yo
class and other places, Where did you get the talentwas a constant

+en
question. Ninety percent perspiration andljﬂ percent inspiration was

B

the answer. I'd get so involved at times)that I would forget to eat Ay
Chrrrmed. by contbny FP) Y

or sleep. I had a ggod eye for color and learned the secondary a

W W—%ﬁkamz CHYrS?
tertiary colors on the color wheel (tertiary: citron, olive and PaSseﬁF )
The thought of spending my whole life b@inting bothered me and when
n
I read Robert Brow&ng s "In a Balcony" there was a phrase " let Rubens
there paint us,we want to live the things he paints" that helped me

break aeway from painting. Also the concept of a "starving artist"
o

e . e

M
didnt appeal to me. 8o, on to colage and dental schoo
N-IHSERT

// GCNY was tultion free in those days except for books, lab fees,

( transportation and food. You ate lunch standing up at crowded tables.,
| There were no wWomen and the "thrones" had no privacy and no dividing

5 walls. Anything official reqﬁired sténding on long lines for hours.

\ Recreational facilities, outside of gym or sports were nil.

1 After lunch, we would gather in the "alcoves" to talk .«

ﬂ// A /1,/«// 4,///rf/ s
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‘N Insert
g one of the staff artists,
About 1937 A1l [ &% V‘ and I drove out to Roosevelt Field

in hiiwfar to see the return of Sir Hybert Wilkens from his voyage &jﬁ%7ﬁ#
y'en
to the w Pole under the pm ice oapﬁw
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A le 3 Colomtbee, Seliwal a/ Duils Oral ong ooy

AQW'friend and I went to & German propaganda film in Yorktown
(part of Manhattan) in which the German Air Force was portrayed as
invincible by GBering. A group of us, at graduation time, went to
a German Brauhaus and sang some French and U.S. songs in response to
some German songs. Most of #e® Dental School was hard work and lon g hours
with 1little time for socialigtng. I fell in love with one or two of
the dental hygiene students. With the first on, I was rebuffed igzzr
l was invited to dinner and failed to come up to her parents standards.
I was Just as content/as I didn't want to impose her congenitally missing
teeth on any future offsprings. The second oniJI still ha¥ve a yen for
Jout there was a religious difference plus a deep south difference and
learning the doxology was not sufficient.

The ADpha Omega dental fraternity , which I Jjoined for one year,
had all the old exams but I wasn't too keen on segregation by religion
and, also, in my last year I was short on funds. In fact , I had to use
up the $275 dollars I had saved in a years work for tultion which really
Srmepolvw-eer

hurt. I sketched all the Professors, madiddidactic drawings for Dr.

Omans and drew a few covers for the School Journal(Illus # IV).
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The War Years
When I started college in %938 1932 the prospect of war was
already in the offing. Volunteers were going to Spain in the
Iincoln brigade, protesters were protesting ROEC and American
Firsters were getting publicity. By the time I ached Dental

School,things were beginning to come to a head. People made

A
fortunes selling scrap steel to Japan (Bur economic squeeze

Foyrom of daused by PIACE LA T
on Japan an ous‘lend lease were}4 the coming war
At 25 years of age, I was tired of living alone and as I now

/
had my dental license and an assured way of making a living>
I began to look for a wife., By Dec 41 I was married and had
been accepted as an Officer in the AUS.

Several ships had already been sunk sailing out of New Orleans.,
Gofg to any night club and you could find out who was leaving when
for where., We stayed at Jackson barracks after a tour attimp
Lee and eamp Pickett. I/drilled medical officers and gave lectihtes

was fhe mwef7a over MMI‘
to enlisted persontelf on first aid. On the ball or on the boa t

nﬁvayw r~cmr¢wuyﬂ*/95 1o 3PV ‘Qﬁt;uyoﬁzqtviﬁang PYCRY Yo rny“)ﬂuézc

JWe left New Orleans for destination unknown. Those before us went

to North Africa, those after us to the South Pacific. We landed in

Panama, Qhe trip down,we saw fying fish phosgphorescence on the.
ﬂ&%n4/ ééé}— gf/ lﬁéﬂkzx%ggzz? 4%14%4”4;

surface of the Wate that was ag blue a ink and porpoisés. 1 kept a

busy sketching and playing the harmonica. We passed through torpedo

Junction near Cuba. We neaJw/ J:uV\&VWLo'L a‘#‘%?é,f‘me_ Bmi

ZMy tours of duty took me to Albrook Field, France Field,
Gulick and Rio Hato. While at France Fiel@)I was in the middle of

removing an impacted molar when we &2ad an alert. A German sub was

firing at the 0il refineries a% in Venezuela (Aruba to be exact).

Traoe)led 7 S 7 Db .
Sof=emip-across the “b;ald train that still had

kerosene lanterns hanging from the ceiling.

W
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I heard a story or a plane being refueled anggthe gasoline attendant,

catching on fire with his arms sireaa out lee a cross. Aﬂ%@jﬁ;ﬂ %/%Egéwagf

T [ty o2 Kisba oo
17 s ore- 77 ,,44%uz,¢ﬁg;kﬁz VR ,
Woalklog, 122t rwaTer svomd-cofolss
-?% ﬂlﬂu&ﬁ% — /7 /,4%&0/
ther story I heara was that of & scared pilot on D day dApping
men to certain death in the water before he reachea the fiack ared' ana

turning back. What was truth ana wnat was riction is hard to say.

;%' THSERT “Thas last sTory - — <

WS 4 Ha sergeant and
%é%;ﬁﬂiggagﬁf setygant in tall of plane that exphoded an%(tail came
down safely spinning like the seed pod from a maple tree .

_—

weekemzal?%oox a small contingent of troops down the soutnern coast
of Panama as ﬁﬁr as the road went. Then we got out of the Jeeps and
hikea untiL we reached Bayano. Therg}tne MD with us,treated some of the
natives wno nad mataria with quinine or that other arug which imparts a

yellow color to tne skKkin witan constant use, . “é slept in

our jungle hammocks. 1 aianft know how _g mine up anad sliep t with

the netting collapsea over mg . There were fires in

‘the prusn a mile away that lookee néa started by spontaneous

combustion. While we we were therg one of the fires reached the village
and the natives were busy pouring water on the thatched rooves. Hiking

back we had to shield our faces from the heat of the blazing brush .

I tested my fory five in the woods anq,even with two hands,I couldnit

R, -

Insert.

}étil cant get over my amazement at finding that bananas grew
upside down, although there is no criterion for‘é%ing which 1s upside
and which is down. il
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On & morning visit into town one may see all types of army clo}}ng
hanging on the wash line. How they got there is up to your imagination

1ncluding the body of a soldier found once in a while in the drink.

ﬁ{ . / %772’7 / P Z//é
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Extra funds/appropriated during wartimg)may have found their way,

particularly near the end of &the war into tennis courts, and othe r types

of refurbishing for post war purposes.

N i

In addition to being taken on a visit to Coconut Grove for educational
whea wa Lrre? arrived ir, fhe 3one,
purposea we were taken to Palo Saco (dry wood) which is a leper colony.

Our guide said that the lepers did not mind visitors but I could see that
that was not strictly true as some of the residents shied away. The same
sights were visible that you can gee on TV programs. There was a type of

money used which had holes in the middle (possibly old Chinese coins).

Although there is now an excellent drus for treatment it seems tha t the meands
\‘—//ﬁ_l 6¢ transmission is stll not

~ known, I associate it my min
; With dampn
St L wilembus L
T -

B3 Visim@a one family sugar mil]) made gf wood. Sugar cariput

1n<gg?.crhzshed and foaming Jjuice came down the sluice..
4Z7Imcal taxis held abou,t ten to twenty people and were called
Chivas, Cars drove on the wrong side of the road, British style.
g
One day/during the war, the system was chdnged to the Americ ghrightlyﬁi

side of the read. It wasnt safe to travel for two weeks,

As a youth I had a habit sy @fter sitting in a movie theatre for two hours,
of using up the energy saved by jogging home. One night at Gulick, after

watching a movie,I forgot myself and reverted to this habit. A vague sound
penetrated my mindJI%@nthe second time I heard it and, the third time, I stopped
dead 1n my tracks. It was an MP looking for a prowler in the aurses quarters.,
Fortonately for me he had been well trained

s
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Upon my transfer to Rio Hato}I made the mistake of telling the
pilot that it was my first time up(we were in an observation plane)/
so he decided to give me & thrill and buzz a sail boat on the ocean.

then when we began to circle
. ) 4 whuch preven 7 €J
the fieldrI became dizzy because of the kew cowling@hiéssuiﬁ;ah

v
e F*ﬂn1keééfﬁy head eé%tlh W4hen we landedlI coulddt open the safety belt

, !
I wa§@31R2%%11 we reached Rio Hato and

it was so rusty or stiff..

One day i hiked up toward Penoneme and a horrible sight imbedded
itself in my minds eye, There was a piece of carrion in the field
a nd about fifty buzzards tearing at it, and crowding'so that one
or more buzzards were standing on the other buzzards backs. T4he
dry rustle of their wings sounded like - ugh- I cad% describe 1it.
I was in the AUS before there was a2 separate air force and I was
assligned to the Army Air Force., One night ,there was a plane that
crashed into the drink on a routine flight. (; week later some
fishermen brought $£L bloated body in that you could smell a mile

The skin loaked Jika marble wii bpevens ond was peclng off.
a way Right after a&hRe craeh,they woke me up about three am_ to
chart the burned up pilots teeth for identification purposes. He
was on his back and thi back half of his mouth was full of blood.
no

Needless to say,I was,too happy about flying after that.
One week I"was put in charge of a group o bout twelve men

who were being given a weeks vacatfon (R'&R at El Valle. El Valle
[ritvs J]
turned out to be the Shangri Ia of Psgama. ere wa# no actlvity

in the tiny town except for an open air cantina( %‘block of concrete

with colored lights strung arounAit). The valley was 'so windy that

the mess tent wouldn't stand up and we had to lash it to a tree.
cenvezy nAeional
I drank too much and had trouble getting back to my pup tent.
+ base W%_AW"{’/*M %

On our retur%}py sergeant and I discovered that we were covered with

ticks. They would not back out upon the application of a 1it cigarétte.

K



RN 3 o ,
e TN et T

e v v
ol

EL VALLE - THE SHANGR! LA OoF PANAMA

(VS F (ﬁf




	Full Original Manuscript
	DY-1
	DY-2
	DY-3
	DY-4
	DY-5
	DY-6
	DY-7
	DY-8
	DY-9
	DY-10
	DY-11
	DY-12
	DY-13
	DY-14
	DY-15
	DY-16

	DY-17



