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Asa child Ispentanumber ofsummers in the country with
my Mother andsister. Myfatherused tocome up on week ends. The
Wws a terrific storm one night and we watched the lightning from
the porch of the hotel behind the glass windows. My Mother told
me of Xhe time she was in the ladies room and a ball of lightining
came right into the room through the window, travelled around the

wall, which was tilked, and went back out the window.
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llnessess when I was young, because of my
Becagse of serious i }Jyﬂn g o oS 1
fathers past desire to become & physician, and because of a ook/Z

{
called the Microve Hunters I had a burning desire to beconme a
physician., However, in those days,it was very difficult to get
into medical school. The closest I came was the alteraate list

for Flower Hospital., I fanally settled for DenEfl iﬁ?ooﬁﬂés‘EZ;
4 artistic abllity °» £reat samual dextersty and the thought
that,after I finished dental school I might go on to medical school .
Arhes e Focds
ll’bolstered my decision.

As a youth, I had & small degree of scoliosis which was diagnosed
2t my school along with a degree of flat footedness, the latter being
observed by my standingen a glass table top. The scoliosis was cured
by hanging by my hands fom wall bars in the gym with my back to the
wall bars. The flat feet I cured myself while being 2 strap hanger on
the subway. Up on your toes and down slowly on the outer edge of your
feet. Repeat, repeat, repeat. I never used arch suppoﬁg—as, after a
while, you cannot do without shem. Also, I avoided shoes with buil t in
arches that were longer than my own arches. Such a situation breaks down
your own arch by physical pressure. T wsed +o- hsve ,Pe”"‘—'””k—( Frovhhe.
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' Due to a passion for candy, I spent a great deal of time at

; and Friend
the dentist. One dentist was my }fe long dentist, Dr. Leon

Selvfor /A 4,5 s wse/al'%/y
Gecker. Flamo needles and home made novocain (dSSselwed—from — ”@@vk

Wer & Mcﬁ?ﬂ;{vié In wermed wuters Jf Mpvogcain— i
pillgAimﬁga!!g!!aeézxfas a& great pacifier although the injection

i1tself still hurt even with the good looking nurse holding my hand.
catton
Lots of zinc oxiquand eugenol and lots of drillin§ with the
not e i‘;/a& of JG'D‘WQ( “thal” wovld w2k him & “Cotton pusher
slow speed drillhﬁ‘ln his officg)l learned to prevent burns due to

spilled phenol by placing cotton in the bottle of phenol , He never
had to pull a tooth for me., I lost my first tooth years latez:J
during the depressiog)when & distant relative removed an& upper
first molar as an emergency measure. My father had an old scar on

his right lower cheek near the ramus of the mandible from an incis- )
L Serrice, T hod 2poatrenrt—wid® a Snamifar cxse PeT 7057 prTraes escepl X L sl5 /R -
ion of an abscess prior to extraction of a tooth.y\ Years later'I

noticed people with a scar across the botton of their chin which

I found out was a typical ice skating scar due to falling on the

ice face forwardcavs o mandib /e Fv folerce the £%m-

s vaoP—MM;:a1ueqs whteh vs [vwted Vo Yo ovad aﬁoiﬁ?,
Althougﬁloutside the sphere of dentistry,I feel that I should

A

mention my Iatin teacher who had some one dive on top of him in the

swimming pooland ended up with 2 broken nose. He came to class with
dnl pdhesve Fape g F35ide And

wooden splints inside the nosggto hold it in placixét the same time)

tﬁg;zgggggkagp the nasal passage open. Reminds me of the bloddy nose

I received using boxing glowves in my friends cellar. 2, 1
Q/\L ol

poisonimyself by roasting a whole box of marshmallows with(an@ indi-
vidual kitchen match for each one. Fortqu&}’;)the phosgpruiéid not
stay in my stomach too long and found its way back up. Also, I had

a long wooden splinter removed from under mny thumbnai%)by ny fatheg)
who always carried a sharp pen knife and pared the nail back so he
could get a grip with a pair of pliers. The splinter was the resudt

of dueling with wooden swords. J
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When I was JF2 years old/my father brought home a week old poodle.
Unfortunately, this baby poodle got into & fight the first day with
some one ¢glgses baby dog andywhen I tried to separate them’my dog

turned and bit me with his needle like deciduous teeth. I then

refused to keep him. [My last year in college}l did some research

Suye
on compardtive anatomy'with particular reference to the mandible 7

3.
, 2t the museum of natural history. One curious point was the OF FRE

reanr
evolution of the ear bones from part of the masticatigng appparatus. B

When movies first came to the local cinema there were man

=y ,,r~v¢ >,
e v,

comedies, shorts, cartoons etc. M favorite was "Out of the Inkwell"

ob e | oSN, fro cliidrin. |5 rREEEK orrs s Vi Sirple Gy g, i
by Max Fleiscg. There was one short on teeth and eating-

o
masticating, trituration and chewing your food well. If anything,
W / MJ'V?’“ A

D be &
‘7LAMR§¢hts;g;;=;Eu=iEnm swallowing’9Q§cts or bones in my food as I alwaya

chewed my food up well after that, AS 2 Child/I was lgnorant of

57/

toothache drops and tried to usg(alcohol to no avail.There were

never any books ogjor byjdentists available and a;,was like the

dark ages trying to obtain such knowledge. Year lateg)a patient
me

gave%theyq;ﬁ;biography of James Leon Williams by Clapk: ==

phEsdein. Some of my friends went out of the country in order

to get into medical school. Fortunatelxltoday there are more choices

éﬁ//s/ywﬂs &Oudwmﬁwﬂt?)&a
available. CCNY has a medical school, Albany "has a medical school.

Wogped ! schusls - iﬁé;bﬁ
The W. S. Army also has a medical school. (,Dngﬁgg:gggggéiﬁgp#%

In the JADA VMol., 102 March 1981, there was a small article by

/ .
Dr, Louis I Grossman on "a Personal History of Dental Practice-
3\ §
1920-1980 showing the progress that dentistry has made.
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I must mention my brother in laws brother Irving Goldfine
(he statrted the advertising slogans "the sky's the limit") who
ran the art studio for Scientific Pho%o Engraving. My bréther-
in-law Joe, obtained a job for me in Irv's art department when I
graduated High School during the depression. $10.00 per week
was the salary out of which I bzzgit mys train fare and nightly
meals befroe night school and still saved$275 in a year and a half.
Irv took care of his parents and did not marry till late in life.
He had one son Robert and died of a heart attack a few years
after. In the studion I learned photo retouching and line drawing
on bkeaeheé& photographs which were then bleached out.

Then there was Joe's other brother, Johnany, who had an
orchestra and wrote two songs which were paagerized,to make"Stormy
Weather ." WMy sister noticed the similarity on the radio aﬁd

told Johunnmey. They were the source of Lena Hornes success, and

she had a dong run at the Cotton Club as a result.
When my brother in law Joe passed the bar after the secondtry

he gave me his saxophone( he had played so many yaars himself
his thumbs were short from holding the sax, an alto sax). I
began to learn to play it on my own but I was never good at
reading music and didnt have the lung capacity. Between
reading music and studying law, Joe wore heavy eyeglasses.

I, myself, was always careful to read by daylight and when
writing or drawing to have the light over my left shoulder -to

avoid shadows.
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While I was picking up odds and ends about dentistrx,l was
also learning about businesss (How unions bring in goons to help cause
a strike anqggﬂen they settle the workers get very little as the union
bosses work together with the factory bosses and we now have a third
party sharing in the profits and sometimes actually bossing the bmss&S).ﬁrﬁ&{

{
Before I forget, Isd like to mentlon my inventions(never patented) ) &
. levels
1. The concept of container cargo, circa 1943, 2, The bypass valve cap

Doz
used on mustard and Elmers glue{ circa 1947). 3. The wing door on the 2V A
7l (an ;m,v»avvmcu'f ot ﬁc one) ‘9‘?\

b .
Delprean- sent to Gﬁ as an idea about 1927 4. Three dimensigpal chec
? arfrde on A , )

g!%/ ,
5. €Trisection of an angle with stra%ght edge and compas -c:zp.ight ;
(An s/plobefics/ sysTewm [or Atxese wm‘,’—ﬁ; el g5 s7H vl
6. The Chinese to English Conversion System-'Copyright@ir Amesal mask 2l
‘ ‘P(Ibl”l&‘ﬂ Ky ows /1277&"3 h//‘ ner?-d— : W
to protectdentist from aerosol. 8. ilginh:?;chniquﬁ-for crown and bridge U
Voblighed inY pR A4 73) and 1 /
impressions. 9. Weighted voting sysseem,us¥ng/ the causes of war as_ the 5
nf ﬂ«‘ﬂ@%f‘ﬁgcif;fgﬁ;*nmf e AT \ g ' /%4&2J«;?%%
basis for the weighted voting/s: Yo Orrygim Ldnee made from Mg/’fc.éf;(( .
i A Fhree dimensions foemlizafionh fechns gue, vsing X-Vays ,For rap acted feetb (Pbhshed ;5
More information on business techniques. Salesmen keeping thelr 107 /s
in 20 besimss ane D;"ZZ'/’
contacts secret to protect their Job. Bobberie%&frequently petmp inside ‘;, iz

/

jobs. Each season in a seasonal business is almost like stariing & new
business since you need a new bank laan, #herefore, the secret is to

have a nest egg, or sinking fund, or reserve fund so that you éregabﬁg&agqur—s

to # be your own banker. A’jmﬂ rs somagme wle Kot QJMMM
Dentistry differs greatly from medicine. 1. You do not need & bedside
manner. 2. You have to do most of the work yourself as compared to delegation
to a nurse, lab technician, X-ray technician, etc. 3. Contact with the
patients is much closer except in case of aa@é%ggrspecialist. 4,
Inability to sign death certificates. 5, Difficulty in treating emergencies

due to specific limitations. etc.
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My first time on 2 horse was at Putnam lake, I didnt know

the first thing about horses. Planning to ride him around one

had-
square countyy blocE);Lproceeded about halfwax)when a dog blocked

o3 &
our path. Taking the path of least resistance,I turned, dsém around
and proceeded back to the barn. Knowing he was near homg;he began

to race.emg I took one look at the barn door and saw that I would
never make it under. Using all my strength ( about 100 pounds,)
j?I managed to stop him about two inches from the door.
In the old days)piano keys were made of iv3ry and ebony. My
Tony -
UnvlgAhad a player piano that was a great thing tn“play. He had a
drygoods store on Fulton $t. which had an elevated trein in those

Fornntnbonts and chyldeons Cort-o
days., My Fethers factory was on Broadway(1333), later 3% 505 8th
Ave., and still later on 36 st. The streets on the uptown sid?ﬁare
all even numbered buildings and viiﬁiversa. Uptown and downtown,
and havte Hu edd mmbers jn He west-side -
the building numbers run about 100 to & block. About 20 city blocks
A
make a mile.
D, SzLFier,
My cousin Bessie's husbangfhad a tooth extracted and died on
the way home. There were a few other cases some;rat similar. As
2z af?%‘f—g ¢ o 01a€r.
a result, I advise# over pﬁ%of age to take a prophylac#tic
il A

-t s

dose of an antibiotic before. Most neurological diseases are
h

weird, and of unknown cause. My ssgol chum, J. Zeigler(name altered)

contracted a cold virus and later developed Parkinsoné, wheh seems to
wen solop! clivmm o fg&&;ﬁﬁa/;» $e5  oh-vabigisr CHFEC

be terminal in about 5 years;& In"college, I learned that every species

that becomes overspecialized shortly becomes extinct which I feel may

well be the case with man., On my first dive,off a diving boargﬁl

)
held my hadds so as to lessen the blow on my head but I made the
mistake of keeping my head up although my eyes were closed. The blow

on my eyeballs is stlill remembered.

I
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A leg cramp in the same swimming poq%(left me in agonizing pain
until someone showed me how to rub the calf till the pain disapp-
eared, Walking on the foot also helps. So does keeping 1t warm.

On the Galapagos Islands I removed a tooth from a dead shark \ Ssuwe

with my hunting knife. I had to poun&the knife with the back
of my hand before I could pry the tooth loose. The teeth are
gdandwiched in one right next to the other.

The first dentist was probably & barber in the days when
men had their own shaving mugs with their name on it. I constantly
suffered from barbers itch and was fortunate not to develop boils
on the back of my neck. Now I cut myc‘o:v;i hiir) Yfiﬁrif?ﬁiscﬁ/% )
of ambidextrousness and & left handed scissor.and left handed mirror.
My father instructed me in the use of the old fashioned razor and

s e choapest-omnd 7
to this day 1§4gives the best shave but is a nuisance to use.
Don't believe everything you reaq)tven if written by a physician.
They advise against splitting & toenail that is ingrown. I trimmed
m¥ne, cut a2 channel down the middle and kept $gmaking adjustments
every day until it healed properly.

When we moved 'from the Concourse to Anthony Ave.,my mother
told me of the old custom of taking three essentials, a candle,
salt and some bread.The house number was 1957 and that was the
same number 2g.the year my father died. An amazing fact about the
mouth: My Wncle , who was a tailor, could hold an hundred pins in

his mouth and bring them out one at a time with his to#ngue to

usegin basting a piece of cloth or clothing.

\
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About 1935, I and Donald Jordaen went up to Van Cortlandt park

to see the landing of Xhe first cross country flight by glider.

4¢h My folks loved the theatrs and I saw a number of Broadway musicals
wlo > Simaens Midgets af e fonlhom Hhcaton
Tea for Two, Show Boat with Helen Morgan in pérson, etc.
/ A
4%5 One night my mother couldnt go with my father and he took me

to 4 dinner held by the National Association of Manufacturers at the
Commodore Hotel. It was a very elaborate aftrair and}near the end,

about fifty walters marched in by candlelight with the deserts under
one of with » Sc,teoh brogures
glass covers. An entertainer sangAHarry Iauders songif" Oh I'm
n
not so yoqg as I used to be when I was in my prime, Although I!m

getting old and gray)I've had a lovely time, Ah, when I was yougg

VUnty, verry , vo ey, nidht
awacky, why I was never shy, On the wery , uery aight when I wastwenty one."

A
My Aunt Sara,( my fathers half sister:) used to hve us out for
a Bt

dinner every Thanksgiving. She lived with my tatners full siste;ﬁwho

was a splnster. The two of them had a passementerie business in their

home, making floweres and other decorations out of silk and other materaals.
They lived on Eldert St.)in Brooklyn)in one of the old fashioned three
story E§°K houses something like the old brownstone houses.

S. We spent & number of summers at Spring Valley which was & long trip

WEERT ™ Com— )
by car in those days./_My fathers had an Overland with a convertible

top which seated six paspge. The trip entailed a ferry ride as theee

An
were no briages over the Hudson in those days. ( The old steam gggine still

79
Joh e
ran up to Spring Valley from Jersgy, ) e Fovrrl oF 4/» Carma aven

‘S’)&j& ,‘////.?Sf—ﬂ l:’/ﬂ/"@d é&/ ,ﬂ.’//dﬂ C‘V"bﬁ/ ;"7/ were 7%6/2."7‘*
/ / We hod Ve Clvwr. and wegove

car on 7H /957 [awo/fa/,éﬁ ffﬁ/‘/" e an . flepth

s ‘;cubﬂd%”!/#jzszc.axa /%@(;§ﬂ;y',; rd e b oot 76 /93hﬁléﬁqczyr- f%ﬂ’O)@”’dgﬁ

o/ e nwow B 123
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I had 2 neighbor who developed cancer of the 1lip from the
hot pipe stem of the pipe he smoked., Also, I had a friend who
suffered from a deviated septum and had difficulty breathing
through his nose., He sucked on lemons continually to keep the
membranes shrunken. One of my sous had & terribly clogged nose
as a child and reached the point where he couldn't breath. I
hooked a tube up to our vacuum, tested the strength of the o
suction and;then/used it to remove the gunk from hls nose. ereJﬁdﬁﬂﬂéé

swollen, spotted A
When I was a child they wanted to remove myAtonsils but I objected

Cor. W T Inam)
and my doctorﬁgsed Yome cotton dipped in Dakins solution to paint
my tonsils which resulted in a cure of the infection.

In those days)the tooth fairy only left a nickel under your
pillow., From about the age of four years,I spent quite a2 bit of
" and ended vp
time in the dentt&#slbhaip&  HKaving but one tooth that did not possess
a filling and ha¥Wing more than two fillings in most of the others, of
which many wege gold inlays, to say nothing of a fixed gold bridge
replacing one tooth.You can eesimby see that I learned about dentistry
the hard way. The depression , in a way, was a blessing for it made
me reakize the benefits we had possessed before. My first trade was
/

that of carpente;)as a result of my fathers instructioq,although b §
never worked at it commercially. When I went back to college after

Cooper Union Art $chool and p)
quittingAmy Job as an artis%, I learned that memory is directly
proportional to good learning. Then,I went to dental schoolm&s a
result of my art work and draftin%’ I know for a fact that I carved
the most exact set of teeth according to the measurements given buy)

unfortunately, those measurements did not delineate the most natural'

appearing teeth and I did not receive the highest grade which did

not disturbvime as learning and not gradeswas the important thing. 5
\
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-As=s=gErTd-passen®, | still have some strong recollections
of dental treatment as a child patient. Thé annoying sensation of
a small drill going rounf and round in a large hole. Tbe increased
pain as the drill approached the nerve. Tshe loud cracking noise
when my tooth was pulled,founding agfkalf my jaw was cracking.

And last but not least, the odd sensation of laughing gasafl¢£4t”“’éJ

10 see ot itwras (| Ke » (Lvs =

n
Dentistry is a grueﬂing,dangerous profession. Several youg
dentists I knew had heart attacks and passed away., The length of
working time is greater than that of a surgedn operating and the
ﬂ"eZ'to%é W oF mLection 4rE amech 70‘%?'31" s
concentration is just a$gcwzsdss, In my studies of biologx,f;eth
seem to pﬁay a very important part in the survival of the figgst.

In high school}I only learned two Iatin songs. Mica , Mica Parve

.stella and Gadudeamus Igitur(the latter being the graduation song

sung in ancient colleges).
My dentist had an o0ld style x-ray machine with the exposed,areﬂéﬂil—
wires and you could smell the ozone whk generated when he used it.
One day his nurse touched the sink and the sterilizer at the same
time and the shock almost killed her. He was a consumdte magician
and always had something to entertain me with Is&SRe- to take my
mind off the subject at hand. He was always cheerful despite the

fact that he was always down in the mouth.
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frisection of an Angle with Straight Edge and Compass

The impossible takes a little longer. For many years,
pfoofs nave existed to show that 1t is impossible to trisecﬁ
an angle with straight edge and compass without sliding or
rotating( “"cheating") the stralght edge around or along &
point. E.L.Van der.Waerden in Modern Algebra, page 44 states
Nthe cublc equation involved 1in trisection is 4X3 - 3X = alpha,
which by Eisenstein's criterion is i{rreducible. From this it
is inferred that an angle cannot be trisected. Undaunted by
this and encouraged by my success 1n rediscovering & solution
that has been discovered and rediscovered several times before,
(Fig. I 4), I proceeded to create a perfect solution(Fig. I B)
so I thought. My friend, John Selby, had already glven me an
algebralic proof as to the fact that Fig. I A solutlon was only
an approximation.

®g. I B involves ratios and the algebra of Cartesian
coordinates in the proof gets so complicated that I looked
for a simpler solution. In addition, the validity of the
ratios bothered me. This proof, balanecing circular arcs,
was derived from the concept of the Neusis of Hipples in
which the rate of change of a circle 1s compared with the
rate of change of a straight line.

In the search for & simpler solutlon, which would be
easily proveable by algebra, I resorted to the exceptlon to

2
the rule, the equilateral triangle which gilves us 60° = 2/3 900.
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