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Chapter I
The Unremembered Years
. As the mist unfolded, and the hovering faces withdrew, only
the painful things of life and the great Jjoys left their impression.
OQut of the cave like railroad flat}with its dark halli¥iey and out
the-back door past the odiferous, dank garbage I raceito try out
m%jzoy , & barking dqg activated by a rubber bulb. The alley cat
followed estonded & rrz

I chased ran into a dark corner, I m} hez}'l and made ny dog bark
and she gave me & healthy scratch. Education by trial and error.

The usual childhood illnesses left no mark except for one

28 2 pespl? p2 LoanfesrLeper

period of delirium and a touch of a heart murmuif The yellow canary
kept flying around the ceiling unable to escape. "Open the window
and let hin out)¥----out, and he was gone. Truth and fantasy. The
yearning to get ﬁell, nothing else mattered but living.

Follow the leader, I want to be the leader! All right, but
you must kiss the pretty gikl. But that is not enoughg V@u must
walk down the street arm in arm and say you want to marry her. Still,
they would not let me be the leader. Deceitful childhood minds and
the bitterness of being fooled. Let us run. Down the street, away’
we go, after the gang, theres the park, chase the Indians, follow the
leader, Jjump the high rock}soaring through the air, feeling as if
you could fly. Mocking gravity in our light weight bodies.” Keep
your tongue in or youll bite it and bleed to death.

Tomorrow it will snow and yodll have your first sleigh ride.
No! Its snowing tonight. I've never been out at night. Lets go!
Pull me faster Dadl Wonder of wonders! ILife is grand. One summer
night he $howed me how to tie my shoe lace. Who? The man. Whé&h man?

The unremembered man. Let me see you do it. See. One, two, three.

I can tie my own laces now. Did you thank Him? What did he say?

"Some one helped me 2 long time ago."



My son, my son! Where is my son? (Call: the police! Its
getting dark., Where is he? He's playing with his girl friend up
in her apartment. No spanking, were just glad you are safe. More
joys more sorrows, but days and days in sick bed plecing Jjig saw
WA & ez Fy) g Siw gl
puzzle pieces together. The 61d pilmper fire truck with Tfour horsega

Watch the big parade through the window or out on the fireescape

3 W
on ¥he Grand Concourse and Boulevard. Cowboys, Indians, WWI Tanks,
) By pipcis,
Soldiers, Sailors,Red Cross---- Pick up two pannies, taste them,
A

ummm good,swallow them, glubb, glubb-- Mal Maaal Turn me upside
down and shake me, & human slot machine- I'm no longer turning blue.
2 Yuposend

The old brass bed with)gka tiny springs showing because the

mattress is off fts bo ce on it standing up, whoops, off balance,
Sherp ﬁb87"
bang, almost lost my eye. Slide down the wall between two houses,
bang , almost lost the other eye..Sing me to sleep Mother™"Rufus,
: . )
Rastus, Johnson, Brown, Watcha gonna do when the rent comes roun?
You have a beautiful voice. Tell me & story or recite a poem Mother.
,\

"Dorkin's Dream- Gooda fader peetruah, I commah to you at last, my
banana days are over, my appla nights ar past--another- Curfew shall
not ring tonight! ...ruffian bands with bloody chaihs...smiling
the (Polish) boy dropped dead...." The vocal emotion reached my
heart like a surgeons blade. (2%%44~§9 >

Tomorrow I statt school. One minute late and the door is
closed. I run all the way home and am never late again, You mean
that I wasnt born in a hospiial? A coldwater flat in the East Bronx®?

Kindhy, Pri AT e iz e

Our wieee, White haired, white van dyke o=y doctor? He:ﬁ such a

friendly}understanding voice. TForceps? What are they? I was Yanked?
N7 Fathey was +here sxd sl amps V- (657 hus T&ry:e,/;.'
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Peppeg}salt)mustard)cider)how many bullets killed the Kaiser,
TOE, KNEE, CHEST, Nu7~

Those were the jump rope words when I was young.‘A\One,twc,button
my shoe(ladies shoes had buttons in those days), three}four,open
the door, five,six, pick up sticks, seven, eight, lay them straight,
nine)ten,a big fat hen! What are you going to be when you gYow up
young man? Let me count your buttons and I'1ll tell you. "Rich man,
poor man,beggarman,thief; doctor, lawyer)Indian Chief".... The last
one appealed to me most as it was in capital letters. This may be

related to my choice of favorite novels by Altsheller about Henry

Mare [ kely 7 was dpe ot 3 o

Ware and his adventures in Indian country, &r beesEmge I started in
e 1

the library at A and read most of the books that appealed to me
as I progressed up the alphabet.
My maternal grandparents lived on Rivington Street on the lower

east side and I remember walking up the dark,gas 1lit stairs toward

[:Ke
@& colored glass door and entering a studieﬁapartment. Grandma wore

8 sheitel and gave me mandel bread. Grandpa wore his beard and said
74 \)
that'God was angry with him for staying around too long. He also

beat me a2t casino. My paternal grgandparents were still in Poland and
I used to ghear lurid tales., But lets stick to my childhood. " Fox in

thebush!" That was the cry when kids saw someone with ong beard
- Z Inevrred. hoed
befpre beards came back in style./kThe usual boyx injuriesy tape

on & head wound, neuroma due to scar tissue pinching a nerve in my
finger cut by a glass butter dish,etc. I learned to roller skate
around our round oafk dinning table. Stuck my head out the dumbwaiter
but was lucky. Years later,I heard a woman scream when her son was

decapitated trying the same thing.
¢ 1105, F )

When we moved into a private housg it was a very old one that

my father updatedﬁxcoal stove was removed;‘walls were replastered,
as e
/4’Wew Icebos‘iput inxpantry)etc‘etc.



Friflens, pedfple 444¢$¢oa12,§g%ﬂijﬁ‘3 sTrvdel ofs o1
My mother was a marvelous cook. One dax’she baked a pie
and left 1t’in the pantry on top of the ice box. That night)aI
took a piece withodfturning on the light. Low and behold,when I
walked into the kitche%éfter several big biteiénd an odd task in
my moutﬁ)I saw the pie was swarming with red énts! Beif¥ng young,
in the only part of the city on the mainland,was fantastic. You
$97¢Cly
could walk down the streepAitnight and your mind felt as if it
was disconnected from your body and floating in space.
"Up in dear old Mount Hope town,thereé a school of great renown,
and through the #and ¥hy it is known to fame, Xt has friend s on
/
every hand and by it thefll ever stand and theyll neler forget 1its
name, Dear old school house}good 0ld friends, happy be your fate,
And well breath a sigh when we have to say goodby to twenty eight. "
B ramsor-Cliides Covere~>) :
Happy days in Migh School,and,then, the crash of 1929 left us high
33 > st Sppprowhee ¥
and dry. A job,at ten dollars a week made me realize that you cant
make big money with your hands. A few childhood bouts with the grim
at fen

reapers pulled in by the undertow, diving off a row boat into a man
dwnimg rod

+
made lake just missing the’iree'étumps, a stee%nl-i'falling ten inches

>t T steel A

in fronlof my head, r&@@se-a rivet falling off a new construction .STt%

3t ity Fove pnd e il slive-

missing me by inches.
purckased arcetorels
My father hacEAa Epr=ggP=m* ond introduced me to Carusgo,

Galli Curchi, Humoresque etc. My sister played the piano and I

learned all the old iazz songs from her. - I was part time janitor

for the old homestead, (Illus # I) building a fire at 6;00 in the
morning, takihg out ash barrels, cutting grass with a had mower,
painting the fence, repairing the roof, etc. Uy sister gave a party
one year to save the starving Armenians., £t that time cans of cond-

ensed mlik, etc. were being collected at the schools for the same

purpose. <j\¢7<ZJ

Paaad 5
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Do we recall incidents or do we recall the memory of our
recalling those incidents? Are we conscious of the fact that we

are conscious? Is the superego & watchtower that looks down on ’5

7% o7/ /1 BB Ire it s S CoPS Coppes FPDe
*Z’ cwpp”’ﬁéiand Z;ys I%am watching? Meug;ies of the past flood ck but

what controls our biological computer.? Am I & butterfly dreaming
that .I am a person? or visa versa? He who fights and runs away

comes to fight another day. Pat phrases sound good E?t that does
4 74
not make tngm sound advige. For example, the beetles if it feels
€rm /p /@/7'”/4’ 2dvrel

godd its OK to do it. language is one of our few means of comm=-

A

unication anQ)at timeg,is woefully inadequate. My favorite pat
phrase is %? taken from George Washington-" When you think of
ha

/ : it
t should be done thats the time to do¥." Another 1is
N
life is what happens to you when you make other plans.
Frnenlyg A Wcz
In the great depression of Q%rother in law .@et a job

something

i%%wgﬂlnqaég;age with his brothers art department in 2 pent house on 3lst. &
e

SeqenTcFre Pheto i Conporny -
and Winth ave. I saw# the Roma and the Conti de Savoia on their
gdkiapf%rwg From the reor oF-AX by)/drng -
maiden voyageg/up the Hudson river,. Also, the German DOX airplane
£ Lhere

with ,Rug?opellers when it crossed the Atlantic, cirea 1931wzs secn/fivwy
Motivation has always been an interesting problem to me. There
were several things in my life related to it. 1. Iack of money.
2., The mystery of life. 3. The concrete threat in Mein Kempf.
4, The example set by my parents. 5. The need to overcome poor
health by active excercise. 6. Some emotional statg}like unto
Poe% words-"Once upon & midnight dreary , when I pondered weak
and weary---",7., A type of existentionalism- the struggle for
existence amidsfthe lgnorance, selfishness,bigotry, and evil in
the world. 8. The rapture o@iove.

/



6

Even as a college graduate,I found difficulty in thinking
Nng
things through clearly. To understand thingg}one musy(observe

carefully and obtain all the facts. John Stuart Mills principles

of Induction and Scientific Method are very useful. Theq,math-
sul Jysie
ematics,must be applied to clarify true meaning. Cohen and
¢l W\

Nage1% Logic and Scientific Method comesﬁn hand. Early forms

of Boolean algebra are found therein. However , remember the old
4
French saying, The more advancement of the intellect the +H&s
W

greater the loss of human feelings. Social advancement in 3000~

5000 years has not kept up with the mac e age- Ten commandments
Freadgnn froza Cosadon from Joon Freedgng o+
and four freedomsQAfear;&want soeeakﬂrﬁﬁkﬂq)are not sufficient. fhw%/f

»no?”
@ﬁi;;@Thomas Aquinas reconciled religion and scien6e. Both are up,  &#¥7.

Grndy PaiiheThe sesnch For A
againstg?-an unknown wall beyound which is metaphysicsc Courts

insist on @ yes or no answer, whereas "You have said it " is a
P&ﬂa,c{foﬁa;ca,f Somae gyesVions pdnnpf b e anﬁM 7

masterplece of isEeseet, reply. 3,p4wxf yées or no,

pearance, s\

o' Henry speaks of things men seekegbowerz&money, women- one

might add nomle learning - but the bible says that this

#r / too 1s vanity. Incidentally money is a“common denominator and

Fe

an efficient system which Russia and Chih7ére finding out by their

reversion to some "032355}1\3t methods. My first introduction to
dentistry)was the use of cottognby my Uncl;r;ﬁg tied it around a
déciduous tooth and pulled it out for me. The standard joke wes

e ~thread
that you tie‘Af around a door knob and wait for someone to open
the door. My second bout with dentistry was a bad decid ous mgg@yi%a4)
which took me to Dr. Ducker's office off the'?/ird,&ve. Eﬁ.at
110 st. He said he had to go in the back room to look my name up
in a big book an%‘when he came back behind melhe must have had
a tiny forceps which he used very quickly to remove the tooth.
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