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Mostly Harmless 

For those who don’t know, Mostly Harmless was a hiker found dead in his tent 
on the Florida National Scenic Trail in the summer of 2018. Mike Gormley was 
the last hiker known to have seen him alive. Discover + channel made a 
documentary on the story, which Mike is a part of. They included a shoot of 
two of my hobbies, square dancing and Ham Radio. 

Here is an update on the film shooting, part of which was made at Whispering 
Pines Village during our square dance class a year ago. 
 
“Discovery +” has been involved in a merger with HBO and that caused a delay 
in the release of the film earlier this past Summer.  They will be using the film, 
with others, as part of the kickoff announcement of their merger. The film now 
will be shown first at “The Florida Film Festival” at the Enzian Theater in 

SQUARE DANCE CLOTHING 
RUMMAGE SALE 

April 26, 2023 

6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Broderick Recreation Center 

6101 66th Ave N., Pinellas Park, FL 
The sale is the same night and location as the Student Graduation! 
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Maitland, Florida, on April 15th at 3:15 p.m. Another showing will be on April 
18th at 6:00 pm. Tickets are expensive at $125. 

Mike was invited as a guest of the producer to go to the April 15th showing, but 
can’t because I will be attending and calling at the Strawberry Travelers, 
Chapter 153, camping weekend in Cedar Key, Florida.  

Assuming $125 is too expensive for your taste, it would be mine, you can wait 
until it is released on streaming TV later this Fall. You can then watch it for the 
cost of the streaming service. The name of the streaming channel is unknown 
to me, as it will have a new name, not yet announced. 
 
Mike will receive a personal link to watch the film himself and he assumes he 
can share that link with you, and will if allowed. 

He doesn’t know how much of the square dance class, or even Ham Radio, they 
will show. 

The billboard title of the film is “They Called Him Mostly Harmless”. 

 

 

  

Local Cuer Recognized 

Judy Barnhill’s recent choreography of “B0B0Burning Up with Love”, sung by 
the late Eddie Rabbit, has been selected as the Oregon “Round of the Month” 
for March. The choreography for the dance can be accessed through Judy’s 
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and Dwayne’s website http://www.roundswithjudy.com by clicking on the link 
for ROUNDALAB. 

 

Reprint 
                                                                  
Are You Working for or Against Us?   

By Penny Green   

What an odd title! What does that mean “are we working against each other”? 
When I hear people promoting only their club or only their lessons, the hair on 
the back of my neck just stands up and my blood pressure jumps just a few 
points.   
 
When we are struggling so hard to keep our clubs running, to recruit dancers 
to our classes, just to recruit more dancers period, why would we be so narrow 
minded as to not promote square dancing as a whole?   
 
When you are talking to anyone (young or old, married or single) about square 
dancing and the night of your club dance or class doesn’t fit their schedule, 
don’t stop talking. Keep talking and let them know there are dances and/or 
classes on other nights and tell them what they are and when they are. So 
what if you are putting people in someone else’s club or class; you’re getting us 
more dancers!   

Don’t  rush  new  dancers  into  club  membership  before they  have  
“graduated”  from  a  class  so that  you  “get  them  first”  before  they  join  
another  club.  If you are truly practicing what you preach, that you are a 
friendly club and a fun place to dance, they will want to join without you 
pressuring them into it.   
 
I know that a lot of you have shirts, jackets and caps that reference square 
dancing.  How many of you wear them to other places other than dances or 
dance related activities? You have no idea how many times I get questions 
when I wear my jacket with the huge square dance logo on the back of it 

When  you  schedule  your  classes,  are  you  paying  attention  to  what  is  
going  on  in  your  area? Who else is having classes?  What  day  and  time  of  
day  are  they  having  their  classes?  Do you make any attempt to schedule 
your class so that it doesn’t conflict with other classes in close proximity to 
yours?  When  classes  in  the  same  area  are  on  the  same  night,  new  
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dancers  are unable to attend more than once class if they want to. I always 
encourage new dancers to try to attend more than one class; this will help 
them better. Please be considerate when scheduling your classes so they don’t 
conflict with other classes in your area.   
 
We  have  to  stop  with  this  mentality  of  “we  have  to  get  dancers  for  our  
club  and  not  worry  about the activity as a whole.” Do you tell Singles they 
can’t come unless they bring a partner? Do you cancel a class because you 
have too many single women? 

So  back  to  the  question,  “Are  we  working  against  each  other?”  when  we  
only  recruit  for  our club  and/or  classes,  when  we  are  selective  about  
who  we  recruit,  when  we  “compete”  with another club or class to gain 
participants, when a select few are out there constantly promoting the activity 
and the rest of the group is just sitting back complaining about how we are 
losing dancers,  that  we  have  tried  everything,  that  won’t  participate  in  
banner  raids  or  visit  other clubs and festivals/conventions?   
     
It’s time for everyone to step up and promote the ACTIVITY! When you are 
talking to anyone about square and round dancing, be knowledgeable about 
what is going on in your area and provide them with all the information.  
Always  make  visitors  and  solos  welcome  when  they  show  up  at  your  
dances.  Just  because  you  have  a  greeter  at  the  door  doesn’t  make  you  
a friendly club if all your members sit in their little groups and don’t talk to 
these dancers, don’t include them in your squares, etc. Attend the classes in 
your area and angel these new dancers, even if your club isn’t sponsoring the 
class or you don’t belong to a club. They need all the help they can get so they 
can learn faster and get out on the dance floor sooner.   

What are you doing – working against us or with us?   
 

Reprint from DANCERgram – February 9, 2009 
 

Reprint 
 

Guidelines for New Dancers 
The following text is from Tel-Star, October 1995 
 

1. Dance at other clubs. Your home club needs your support, and there should be a special 
place for the club where you learned to dance…but you are missing one of the great 
things about square dancing if you only dance with your home club.  VISIT WITH OTHER 
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CLUBS in the area from time to time, and when on trips.  But, remember that YOU ARE A 
VISITOR.  It is suggested that you call or write before visiting, as dancing schedules and 
locations are subject to change.  This is important if you are traveling…or if adverse 
weather is expected such as during the winter months or during “tornado or hurricane 
season”. 

2. Belong to a club.  Clubs are needed to organize and establish a means of enjoying the 
fellowship of square dancing.  To survive, they need an active membership where 
everyone helps.  Volunteer…don’t wait to be asked. 

3. Dance to other callers.  During lessons, you tuned into the caller who taught you, and 
you will always have a special place for him or her.  Every caller has a different 
style…that is part of the fun. 

4. Dance in the front of the hall.  The tendency for the new dancer is to hide 
in the back of the hall, where he thinks the caller can’t see his square 
break down.  A good caller watches the whole floor…including the back 
squares.  Don’t be afraid to dance in the front square. 

5. Dance with experienced dancers.  Sometimes an outreached hand from a 
more experienced dancer is all your square needs to keep going.  
Everyone dancing today was a new dancer at one time, and can 
remember how it felt. 

6. Touch hands after every move.  Establish your position by touching 
hands after every move.  If you’re lost, at least you’ll have company.  As 
one caller I heard years ago say…”AT&T” – reach out and touch 
someone”. 

7. Keep Dancing.  To use all the information you have learned, and to make 
it become second nature, it is important to practice, practice, practice. 

8. Be aware of your level.  Look for dances advertised at the level you know. 
9. Stay at your level for a while.  The level you dance has nothing to do with 

how good a dancer you are.  It has to do with how much time you are 
willing to devote to your hobby.  You may never choose to move to 
another level, and that is fine.  Don’t make a choice until you have 
danced Mainstream for at least one full year, and don’t let anyone rush 
you to go to a higher dance level! 

10. Square dance for fun.  The odds are pretty good that someone is going to 
make a mistake (even a caller makes one sometimes!).  Don’t worry about 
whose fault it was…it doesn’t matter.  Regroup, and keep smiling. 

11. Finally…jump right up when the music starts.  Get in the first open 
square, don’t pass one up!  Introduce yourself, smile, and have fun!  
Thank everyone when the tip is over. 

 
Reprint from American Square Dance – March 2013 
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USDA Dancers Insurance Program 

Every square dance organization needs General Liability and Accident Medical 
Expense coverage while conducting and sponsoring dance activities. As closely 
as safety rules are followed, accidents can and will happen. This insurance 
program, especially designed for USDA dance groups, provides Accident 
Medical insurance, which helps protect club members from financial loss due 
to a covered accidental bodily injury, and Liability insurance, which protects 
the club and its members and association officials from financial loss due to 
unforeseen incidents which may develop into litigation against members and 
dance organizations. 

Liability Insurance 

Limits of protection: 
$1,000,000 combined single limit of liability for bodily injury and property 
damage per occurrence (subject to a $100 property damage deductible per 
claim) while participating in scheduled and sponsored dancing activities. 
$100,000 limit for damage to premises rented to you. 

Who is covered:  
The club and its members while participating in club or organization sponsored and 
supervised dancing activities? Liability coverage applies in the United States, its 
territories or possessions. 

 Accident & Medical Insurance 

Limits of coverage: 
$10,000 Usual and Customary Accident Medical Expense, including Dental 
$10,000, Accidental Death Benefit $10,000, Accidental Dismemberment 
Benefit (loss of both hands, both feet, sight of both eyes, or any combination 
thereof), $5,000 Accidental Dismemberment Benefit (loss of one hand, one foot, 
sight of one eye). 

Note:  
Coverage is excess to any other valid and collectible medical insurance covering 
the same accident. Coverage provided for covered medical expenses incurred 
within 52 weeks of the accident up to $10,000 for all eligible expenses as 
stated in the Policy. 

Who is covered:  
Club members will be insured while participating in any regularly scheduled 
and sponsored dancing activity worldwide, including group travel (10 or more 
club members) in a vehicle commercially licensed for transportation of 
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passengers and operated by a person holding a valid operator’s license for such 
vehicle, while being transported to or from a covered dancing activity. 

What is covered:  
Accidental bodily injury sustained by an insured person while participating in 
dancing activities sponsored and supervised by a recognized club or 
organization. 

Period of coverage:  
The insurance year is January 1 through December 31. Coverage becomes 
effective for individual clubs under the policy on the day the application and 
premium for insurance is received by the USDA National Insurance 
Coordinator. There is no pro-rate provision. This is necessary due to the large 
administrative expense of maintaining different policy dates. 

For Information about USDA Insurance or USDA, E-Mail 
at:   Insurance@usda.org or Info@usda.org 

USDA Insurance Policy Renewal Portal 

Insurance Program Frequently Asked Questions Answers to Questions that 
have been asked about the Insurance Program 

Insurance Program Information Flyer  in Adobe.pdf Format 

Insurance Forms & Information (With Electronic Fill in Forms) 

USDA 2023-2024 Accidental Medical Insurance Policy in Adobe.pdf Format 
 
USDA 2023-2024 General Liability Insurance Policy in Adobe.pdf Format 

Contact Our Florida Federation Insurance Chairman:    

Carol Poole 
386-717-0870 (C)386-734-5295 (H) 
 
NOTES: 
 

1. The free student insurance is for beginner dancers (not a former dancer 
that has not danced in years). It is not for advanced or challenge classes. 

2. For a club to apply for insurance, they must have eight (8) members. 
3. The minimum fee is $45 even if the dancers are insured through another 

club. 
4. Caller and Cuer insurance only cover them and their equipment. It does 

not cover the dancers or damage to the facility. 
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BMI/ASCAP 

When Do I Need A License For Myself, Rather Than for A Club? 

If you run dances or weekends of your own, you’ll need a license for yourself. 
Where can you get licensed? You have some options: Deal with the licensing 
organizations yourself, join CALLERLAB, to get a license through CALLERLAB. 
BMI & ASCAP aren’t set up to deal with individual callers, but they’ll license 
clubs for about $25 per dance each – if you buy a year’s worth of licenses in 
advance. 

Joining CALLERLAB gives you both licenses, insurance, plus access to 
CALLERLAB’s support and education services. Or you can get a license from 
CALLERLAB without becoming a full member. As a Licensee Member, you pay 
just the BMI & ASCAP fees plus a $25 administrative charge! Being licensed 
thru CALLERLAB covers you when calling club dances & weekends, your own 
dances & weekends, and calling at all festivals, except State and National 
Conventions. Those conventions must get their own licenses. You’re also 
covered if you do rounds or Country Western dances as part of your overall 
square-dance program. 

If Clubs Are Responsible, Why Do They Want Me To Have A License? 

Not all clubs belong to dancer federations, so there’s no good way for clubs to 
deal with BMI & ASCAP as a group. When the issue arose, club leaders got 
worried. BMI & ASCAP were threatening legal action, and the club leaders 
would be personally liable for hefty copyright penalties. The idea of paying 
$20,000 per song is pretty frightening! CALLERLAB's deal with BMI & ASCAP 
solved the problem of license cost—but a club is only safe if every night's caller 
has a license. So to protect themselves, clubs have started to ask all their 
callers to be licensed. 

Who Is Responsible For Having a License? 

Anyone who performs or plays copyrighted music needs a license. Normally, 
the event’s organizer is responsible for obtaining the required licenses. For 
commercial concerts, that’s the promoter. For commercial trade shows it’s the 
trade show organizer or individual booth holder. For square dances, it’s the 
dance organizer. Most dances are club organized, so clubs are responsible. 
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How did BMI and ASCAP Get Involved in Square Dancing? 

Over the past 40 years, BMI and ASCAP have turned their sights to square 
dancing several times. Bu there was never an easy way for them to track down 
square dance clubs for licensing and enforcement. Then, in 1990, they 
discovered S/D publications, which made it easy to find clubs. Then, in 1990, 
they discovered S/D publications, which made it easy to find clubs. They 
mailed out about 4000 contracts to individual clubs and callers. This made 
people realize their exposure, and caused much concern. 

There was another problem: Clubs are small, but BMI & ASCAP are big. So BMI 
& ASCAP offered their standard deal: $22 each per dance, payable a year in 
advance. For many clubs, that’d have been devastating – but small clubs had 
no way to negotiate for better terms. And new clubs would face an impossible 
up-front expense. 

In an effort to avoid the unreasonable expense that BMI and ASCAP would 
impose on square dance clubs, CALLERLAB & ROUNDALAB approached them 
to negotiate a more satisfactory licensing arrangement. BMI & ASCAP agreed to 
allow licensing of members of these organizations rather than payment of the 
license fee by individual clubs – on the condition that all US members be 
licensed. 

US Performance-Rights Organizations 

In the United States, there are three “performance-rights organizations”. They 
act as agents to collect royalties that are owed to composers for the 
performance of their music. 

In the United States, there are three “performance-rights organizations”. They 
act as agents to collect royalties that are owed to composers for the 
performance of their music. 

BMI - Broadcast Music, Inc. represents mainly composers who work in the 
radio, television, and movie industries. ASCAP - The American Society of 
Composers, Artists, and Publishers is the oldest copyright licensing 
organization in the US. It represents such composers as Irving Berlin and 
George Gershwin. SESAC - SESAC started out representing gospel music and 
European composers; more recently, they've branched out into popular music. 
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Why Is There Licensing? 

It's illegal to play a copyrighted song in public without the author's 
permission— a “license.” It would be absurd for each author to license songs 
individually (imagine the paperwork!), so they formed BMI & ASCAP, who does 
it for them. 

Reprint from CALLERLAB.org  

 

BMI/ASCAP Update 

Recently, an email was sent to everyone regarding the importance of having a 
BMI/ASCAP license. That article generated some questions that were forwarded 
to Jerry Reed, Executive Director of ARTS. He recently sent an email with some 
points he wants to explain. His message is below. 

I am glad the article is generating discussion. However, some of the folks seem 
to miss the points in the article. 

The basic points are: 

1) Every time copyrighted music is played, a music performance  
2) This includes square & round dance events such as: club dances, 

classes, fun night dances, and demos 
3) The sponsor of the event is responsible to ensure the event is licensed 
4) CALLERLAB and ROUNDALAB have negotiated agreements with BMI & 

ASCAP to cover their Members 
5) These agreements provide the license issued to the caller or cuer will 

cover the “event” 
6) As a general rule state and national conventions are NOT covered by a 

license issued to a caller or cuer 
7) Generally, state and national conventions must negotiate a license for 

their event 

It is important to note that artists and composers are entitled to be paid for 
their work. That is where BMI and ASCAP get involved. As a general note, BMI 
& ASCAP collect the music performance fees and distribute to the artists they 
have an agreement with. 

If you have any questions, please contact Teresa Berger, CALLERLAB Executive 
Director at info@callerlab.org or 785-783-3665. 
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 The DANCERgram magazines are written and published by a square and round dancer concerned 
about preserving our dance activity. The magazines include Planner (weekly), This & That 
(monthly), Joys, Concerns, & Sympathies (as needed), and Directory (as needed). All of the 
magazines are under the DANCERgram banner. In the event of new information between 
publication dates, notification is sent via the Flash. The Editor reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or rewrite any submission to the DANCERgram magazines. Opinions expressed in any 
DANCERgram magazine or on this website are not necessarily that of the Editor. All new 
information (since the previous issue) in these magazines is highlighted in yellow. Distribution of 
the DANCERgram magazines is encouraged via forwarding or hard copies. All of the Magazines, as 
well as additional content, can be found at www.dancergram.com. If you would like to receive 
the DANCERgram Magazines via email or you would like to submit information to any of the 
magazines, please contact the Editor at sqdncfan@gmail.com or 863-224-3393. 

DANCERgram Staff 

Editor:             Penny T. Green             Webmaster:   Cliff Reiss 
 

DANCERgram Magazines 

Planner (weekly) 
Joys, Concerns, & Sympathies (as needed) 
Directory (as needed)  WC Key Contacts  WC Dances  SCCA  Links 
This and That (monthly)  Reprint of articles  New Articles 




