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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Welcome to Florida, which sometimes gets a little

cold and icy! Hope you all had a great New Year Day.

The Roundup was a great success and we had
about 50 people join us. Nick and Darrin did a great job
and are both very flexible with Plus and Advanced
dancing. Terri and Tim did a great job keeping round
dancers going.

The Florida State Convention is January 19-20th
with the Trail End dance on the 18th. It is not too late to
sign up or you can pay at the door. It looks like it will be
fun and it is in Deltona. Hope to see you there.

Please check the calendar of events for dates of upcoming dances.

Our next Northwest meeting is a Zoom meeting on January 14th at 3 p.m.,
central time.

FYI: If you would like to view the Florida Federation website, you can go to
www.dancergram.com/aa-floridasquaredance.com/index.html

Clubs can now send flyer information for Florida Federation website
publication to Cliff Reiss at dgramwebmaster@yahoo.com.

Page: 4



NORTHWEST FLORIDA SQUARE AND ROUND
DANCE ASSOCIATION CLUBS

AGAPE SQUARES Mondays 7:00-8:30 pm (SSD, M, P)

Caller: Varies (class 6-7 pm)

Cross Point Church Fellowship Hall, 214 Partin Dr. Niceville, FL.

CONTACT: Sherrilee Lewis (850) 217-7746

CAPITAL TWIRLERS Mondays 7-9 pm (MS, P, A)

Caller: George Lavender (classes start January 29th)

Tallahassee Senior Center, 1400 N. Monroe, Tallahassee, FL.

CONTACT: Libby Penrod (850) 566-2117

SEASIDE SQUARES Friday 7:30-9:30 pm (MS, P)

Caller: Varies

2600 Stratford Rd., Pensacola, FL.

CONTACT: Deecee Haslett (850) 293-7720

SWINGING SQUARES Friday 6-8 pm (MS, P)

Callers: Miriam Merriwether and Mike Goff (class 6-7pm)

Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Rd, Panama City, FL.

CONTACT: Jon & Kathy Kern (850) 896-5798

T-N-T ROUNDS Sundays 3-5 pm

Cuer: Terri Wilaby

T-N-T Hall

6419 Dallas Ave., Pensacola, FL.

CONTACT: Terri and Tim Wilaby (850) 712-5230 terriwilaby@hotmail.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 13, 2024, Port City Squares Donation Dance, Mobile, AL. Ted Kennedy
caller and Terri Wilaby cuer. 1-4:30 pm.

January 14, 2024 NWFSRDA Zoom meeting at 3:00 pm (CT).

January 18, 2024, Trail End Dance Center at Deltona, Deltona, FL.

January 19 & 20, 2024, 69th Florida State Convention, Deltona, FL.

January 27, 2024, January Shine, Ragon Hall, Pensacola, FL. Ted Kennedy and
Chris Burchfield callers, and Diane Martin cuer. 10-5:30 pm.

February 4-11, 2024, “Top of the Line” Square and Round Dance Cruise, Port
Canaveral.

February 10th, Plus workshop Grand Square Hall, 1-3 pm, covered dish 3-4 pm,
and dance 4-7 pm. Nick Hartley caller.

April 6, 2024 Port City Squares Anniversary, 10-12 noon, 1-4:40 pm, Ted
Kennedy, Tom Miller and Pauline Angress.

October 25-26, 2024 NWFSRDA’s 50th Annual Roundup, Ragon Hall,
Pensacola, FL.
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Northwest Florida Square & Round Dance Association
(NWFSRDA)

2023 4th Quarter Meeting – October 21, 2023, 11:15 AM
Camp Timpoochee, Niceville

Executive Committee Attendees: Brian and Barbara McDonald; Alec Schmidt; Laura
Davis.

Club Delegate(s): DeeCee Haslett, Seaside Squares; Chuck Davis, Capital Twirlers;
Sherilee Lewis and Diane DiBatista, Agape Squares.

Visitors: Joy Vaccari; Gary and Karen McFadden; DJ O’Neal; Helen Crowe.

Call to Order & Welcome: Brian McDonald.

Invocation: Barbara McDonald.

Pledge: Alec Schmidt.

Roll Call: Quorum present. Quorum consists of 25% of Board of Delegates (Board of
Delegates: Delegates from member area associations, member clubs,
delegates-at-large, and the Executive Committee). Currently 14 / 25%= 4.

Minutes: July 16, 2023 minutes approved; correspondence is shared – Thank You note
from Seaside Squares.

Financial Reports: See 3rd Quarter Financial Report. Starting Checking Balance is
$10,302.26; Ending balance is $10,750.01; savings are $4,818.22. CD is
$4,058.49; account total is $19,626.72. 4th Quarter report and 2023 Roundup
report will be available soon. Insurance campaign for January 2024 is starting
now and everything is due to Alec by December 15, 2023.

Reminder – renewing your NWF membership will cover your insurance costs. No
changes to the forms or the prices for 2024.

Roundup 2023: Final report to come, Alec will provide.

Roundup 2024: No flyer yet. Caller Ted Kennedy and Cuer Sandy Sturgis still need
signed contracts. Question posed – are we changing any of the dance pricing?
Does NWF need to increase these prices? Discussion is held and no changes to
prices for 2024 is decided. This can be revisited in the future. The Roundup will
be held on October 25-26, 2024 in Pensacola at Ragon Hall.

Panhandle Press: No updates.
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Florida Federation: The convention will be January 19-20, 2024 in Deltona and the Trail
End Dance will be on January 18. Parking is free. Tickets and Registration forms
are available. There will be a $500 Gift Card Raffle. There will be a dinner and
fashion show on January 19 for $40, make reservations by January 5. There may
be a block of rooms available at the Holiday Inn Express in Deland.

Old Business:

2024 Board Election: Diane DiBatista provided the slate of officers.

President Brian and Barbara McDonald

Vice President DeeCee Haslett (2024 Roundup Chair)

Treasurer Alec Schmidt

Secretary Laura Davis

As there are no other nominations, these nominations are accepted by affirmation.
2024 Officers are sworn in.

New Business:

2024 Pricing: further discussion is held. No determination currently.

Announcements:

Oct 20-21, 2023 – 2023 NWFSRDA Roundup & Board Meeting

Oct 27, 2023 – Seaside Squares Spooktacular

Nov 17, 2023 – Gathering before Thanksgiving, Seaside Squares

December 8, 2023 – Seaside Squares Christmas Party

December 9, 2023 – Christmas Dance, 1-4 PM, Capital Twirlers

December 11, 2023 – Agape Squares Christmas Dance 6-8:30 PM

January 19-20, 2024 – 69th Florida State Convention, Deltona, FL

Next meeting will be held in January 2024 via Zoom, date TBD.

Meeting adjourned.
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AGAPE SQUARES
Merry Christmas all from Agape squares!

I would like to give a shout out to our club callers;
Ted And Nancy Kennedy, Nick and Lynette Hartley,
Miriam Merriwether and Dave. Thank you for all you do
for Agape Squares! We are growing and the class we
have now is moving right along. The number of Angels
is also a big part of our success. Tim Tharp said to me
once, “ I want to see this room full of dancers.” It may
take a little time, but it is possible! The fun and
fellowship is a big part too!

We had our NWFSRDA Round Up in October. Next year it will move to
Pensacola. Thanks to our dancers for helping to make that a success. We are in
that time for Christmas Dances. A few of us were able to get to Tallahassee for
the Capital Twirlers Dance with Chris Burchfield, caller and Sandy Sturgis, cuer.
You know Chris, lots of fast dancing and fun and Sandy is top notch on Rounds.

We had our own Agape
Squares Christmas Dance
on December 11 with Ted
Kennedy! We had a great
turnout and want to thank
everyone that came to
dance with us. I think we
had 6-7 squares. We will
dance December 18 and
then be dark until January
8, 2024.

We will be dancing most every Monday with class 6-7pm and MS/Plus
7-8:30 pm. You should get a weekly email, but our FB page is a good way to
check for any changes. We also post pictures and flyers for upcoming dances.
Please feel free to add your pictures or flyers for dances you know about.
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At this special time of year we want to wish you blessings as we celebrate
Christmas and the birth of Jesus. May we all have health and a renewed sense of
kindness and love for others in 2024.

Blessings,
Kay
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CAPITAL TWIRLERS
Our founding and dear long-time caller Elmer Sheffield continues his brave

battle against severe health challenges. We’re extremely grateful to George
Lavender and his wife Mary, who generously answered a plea from Elmer to step
in to rescue our club. George, along with Mary and their much petted chihuahua
Lady Bug (our unofficial club mascot), faithfully make the long drive from
Valdosta each Monday night to call for us. George is working diligently with our
four newly graduated members, who are successfully making their way through
plus-level calls.

We’ve also been blessed with four new experienced dancers who have
recently moved to the Tallahassee area and have officially joined our club. Ross
and Maureen Betteridge, who live in nearby Crawfordville, formerly danced with
the Buttons and Bows club in Jerome, Idaho. Jason and Margaret Stauffer are
former members of the Alamo Squares club in Alamogordo, New Mexico. We
also enjoy welcoming from time to time Rene Garrett and Roscoe Johnson, who
visit us from Geoge Lavender’s club in Cairo, GA.

We’re going to welcome in the New Year by starting a new beginners’ class
on Jan. 29. One new feature this year is our hosting one “Square Dance Sampler
Dance” in November and another in December. These are free “drop in”
invitations to just give a taste of square dancing to people who might be thinking
about taking the class that starts in January.

We’re glad to announce gratefully our newly elected slate of officers: Gary
Yancy, President; Ellen Guthrie, Vice President; Nancy Bell, Secretary; Lucille
Webster, Treasurer; Margaret Deciano, Social Secretary; Brad Hartman,
Member-at-Large. And many, many thanks to our faithful outgoing officers.
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We enjoyed a joyous 2023
Capital Twirlers Annual Christmas
Dance on Dec. 9. This year we
shifted to an afternoon time slot
from 1 to 4 PM. We’re extremely
grateful to our special guest caller
Chris Burchfield and special guest
cuer Sandy Sturgis, both of whom
made long trips to join us. We had
43 in attendance, and we
especially enjoyed welcoming the
many out of town dancers who
made the trip to join us. It was a
triple treat of great food, fellowship, and dancing.
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T-N-T ROUNDS
This past fall has been interesting with Terri having rotator cuff surgery on

September 6. Makes demoing figures for our waltz class interesting at times, to
say the least. Thank you to Fran Keller and Kathy Wetmore for stepping up and
helping.

The waltz class finished on December 17, graduating 3 couples and 3 solo
ladies. (Hint, hint guys!) We are looking forward to beginning a swing class on
January 7, 2024. Look for the flyer (page 28) in this edition of the Press.

The format for the class will be two hours of lessons followed by one hour
of fun dance in rhythms attendees already know. We hope this will help TNT
Rounds club get back off the ground. Please feel free to join us for either the
class from 1:00-3:00 pm on Sundays, the club from 3:00-4:00 pm or both. We
dance at 6419 Dallas Avenue in Pensacola.
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SEASIDE SQUARES
Fall has come & gone. On Oct 5th we retrieved our banner from Port City

Squares in Mobile.

Many of our members enjoyed the NWFSRDA
Roundup at Camp Timpoochee on October 20th &
21st. Thanks to Agape Squares for hosting a great
weekend of dancing.

On October 27th, we held our annual Spooktacular. Caller, Nick
Hartley, kept the crowd moving the entire evening. We really
enjoyed his beautiful costume. Several dancers came dressed in
their Halloween finery, also. Cuer, Diane Martin, started out the
evening with early rounds. We all enjoyed the evening of great
squares and rounds.

We held our annual “Gathering Before Thanksgiving” on November 17th.
Everyone enjoyed the great calling by Ted Kennedy and cueing by Connie Wise.
It was a donation dance for our building fund. We also collected a huge amount
of food for the Manna Food Bank. Thank you dancers for your generosity to our
building fund & for the nonperishables. Special thanks to all the dancers from
Port City Squares in Mobile for coming to support our club. Thank you also to
Linda Steadman & Ernie Baysinger for delivering those Manna food donations.

A festive air was felt at Ragon Hall on December 8th when we held our
annual Christmas Party. The evening started out with a potluck dinner. There
was a vast array of food brought by all. If anyone went away hungry, it was their
own fault. We again collected nonperishable
food for Manna Food Bank. Thank you to
everyone who donated. After letting our food
settle for a little bit, our elf on the shelf (Nick
Hartley) started the evening of dancing. Nick
kept us moving the entire evening. He was
joined for one tip by Ted Kennedy. Ted and
Nancy came to join in the fun and support our
club. Lynette Hartley donated four beautiful
Christmas wreaths for us to raffle off.
Recipients were Rose Brooks, Wendy Lewis,
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Linda Steadman & Terry Somme. We are incredibly grateful
for the support we receive from Nick, Lynette, Ted and Nancy
throughout the entire year.

Please join us for dancing and fun in the New Year. We
start off with our annual January Shine on January 27, 2024.
Ted Kennedy and Chris Burchfield will be calling. Diane
Martin will be cueing rounds. It will be a Saturday event from
1 to 5:30pm.

All of us at Seaside Squares wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year.
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SWINGING SQUARES
We are well into our class lessons with 9 students and our caller, Miriam

Merriwether, is moving them right along. The lessons are from 6:00 pm to 7:30
pm and we dance Mainstream and Plus from 7:30 to 8:30.

From the Benefit Dance in October, the dance hall received many
donations and we are so thankful to so many that contributed including those
who could not make the dance. Ted and Nancy Kennedy, Sandy Sturgis, were so
very kind to drive such a distance and then donate their time. A 5 ton air
conditioner unit was purchased through a bid from Arc of the Bay.

More really great news is that we just had another 4 ton air conditioner unit
donated to the hall from Ridge Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc. Joe Ridge saw
Kathie Kern on the TV and he wanted to help. Wow! Again we were so delighted
and blessed for such generosity.
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One of our square dance students, Sonya Presley, is getting our website
and Facebook page set up with help from the Crowe family. Joe Sellars is helping
with photography. Our website is GrandSquareHallPanamaCity.com and our
FB page is Grand Square Hall Panama City.

Tim Tharp has coordinated a Plus workshop and dance in February. Check
out the flyer for details about this workshop and dance with Nick Hartley on
February 10th. On February 9th, Ted Kennedy will be calling and Miriam
Merriwether will be cueing.

We are looking forward to 2024. Those who have had surgeries are all on
the road to recovery and we’ll be happy to have them dancing again!
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In Memory
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GRAND SQUARE HALL REGULAR DANCE
SCHEDULE

1105 Bob Little Rd., Panama City, Fl. 32401

President: Kathie Kern (850) 896-5798
Building Manager: Jon Kern (850) 228-8568

SUNDAY: Available

MONDAY: BOP & SWING DANCE CLUB
Doors Open & Lessons 6:30-7:30pm
Dance 7:30-9:00pm
Contact: Don Pitts (850) 348-2670

TUESDAY: SLICK KICKERS
Country & Line Dance 6:30-8:30pm
Contact: Joe & Julie Gray (850) 258-9847

WEDNESDAY: Available

THURSDAY: COUNTRY & BALLROOM FUSION
Teach: 6:30-730pm
Review: 7:45-8:15pm
Dance: 8:15-9:00pm
Contact: Tammy Jankowski (850) 896-2226

FRIDAY: SWINGING SQUARES
Squares: (class) 6:00-8:00pm
Dance: Summer(6-8pm) 7:00-8:30pm
Contact: Kathie & Jon Kern (850) 896-5798
Caller: Mike Goff and Miriam Merriwether

SATURDAY: Open for special dances
Contact: Jon Kern (850) 228-8568

IMPORTANT NOTES:
Visitors are always welcome! All clubs occasionally cancel. Please verify
with contact. Grand Square Hall is owned & operated by dancers of the
Panama City Square & Round Dance Association, a non-profit corporation
dedicated to preserving our square & round dance heritage.
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RAGON HALL
2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, FL 32526

(850) 293-7720
Please call to verify dancing is happening.

Mondays

West Coast Swing 5:00-9:00pm

Instructor: Justin Grubb (850) 503-9978

Tuesdays Available

Wednesdays Available

Thursdays

Advanced dancing 6:00-8:30pm

Caller Nick Hartley

Fridays

Seaside Squares Callers vary

Mainstream/Plus Squares 7:30-9:30pm

Contact: Deecee Haslett (850) 293-7720
ragonhall3@gmail.com

Saturdays

Assorted Activities, see our calendar at
www.dancergram.com/aa-FWS/hallspages/ragonhall/index.html

Sundays Available
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PANHANDLE PRESS BOOSTERS
Boosters for 2023 are needed to help defray the expense of our printer for

the next year. Make your donation of:

$5.00 (Bronze) $15.00 (Silver) $25.00 (Gold) $35.00 (Platinum)

To see your name listed in the booster section. Simply mail in your name
and money to Alec Schmidt (address below) at any time or give it to the
Panhandle Press editor. Thank you!

Platinum sponsors: Jackie Kramer (4-2024)

Show your support and your name can appear here!

The Panhandle Press is published four times a year by the Northwest Florida Square
and Round Dance Association Inc. - a not for profit corporation. It is distributed at no charge to
members and clubs of NWFSRDA. It is not copyrighted. We welcome articles from clubs and
members. We reserve the right to edit, condense or omit articles in order to best utilize space.

Club news: Association clubs: Free
Non-Association clubs: see rates below
Calendar of events: Free

Advertisement Rates:
One-time ad: ¼ Page $5.00 ½ page $10.00 Full page $20.00
Full-Year ad: ¼ Page $17.00 ½ page $35.00 Full page $70.00
Dance flyers can be shrunk to fit.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NWFSRDA
AND MAIL TO: Alec Schmidt

116 Bayor Drive
Niceville, FL 32578

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS AND ARTICLES is March 20, 2024
PLEASE send articles as text, and images or advertisements as a jpeg. Thank you to Colleen
McDonald who is now my official advertisement maker and assistant editor!
Barbara McDonald editor: barbaramcdonald310@gmail.com or bjd9@cox.net
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MOTELS
Convenient to Ragon Hall – pick your favorite. Many others are also nearby.

Best Western Inn 2390 Detroit Blvd 850-477-7474

Country Inn & Suites 2607 Wilde Lake Blvd 850-944-7653

Days Inn 8060 Lavelle Way 850-542-3228

Fairfield Inn & Suites 105 Loblolly Lane 850-912-4490

Super 8 8001 Lavelle Way 850-696-0317

RV Parks

Five Flags RV Park 2605 Wilde Lake Blvd 844-453-5247

Pensacola RV Park 3117 Wilde Lake Blvd 850-944-1734

Pensacola North RV Resort 7800 Pine Forest Rd 850-285-0574

Ribbon Pricing
Through 01 Oct 2024: NWFSRDA members $12.00pp, non-members $24.00pp

After 01 Oct 2024: NWFSRDA members $15.00pp, non-members $30.00pp

One day only pricing, at the door: Friday night $15.00pp; Saturday workshops & dance
$20.00pp

Ribbon Order

Name(s) _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________ City ____________ State ___ Zip______

Number of Ribbons _____ Amount of enclosed check _________________

Make check payable to NWFSRDA and mail to:
Alec Schmidt, 116 Bayou Drive, Niceville, FL 32578.
Please include a SASE for ribbons to be mailed. Otherwise, ribbons
will be held at the door.
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