
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Vol. 40, No. 2 
April, May, June 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2 

In This Issue 
Clubs 
Agape Squares .................................................. 25 
Canoe Squares .................................................... 9 
Capital Twirlers .................................................. 35 
Dancing Dolphins ............................................... 19 
Grand Square Rounds ......................................... 24 
Navarre Ocean Waves ......................................... 33 
Pensacola Twirlers .............................................. 51 
Sand Spurs ....................................................... 32 
Seaside Squares ................................................ 34 
Swinging Squares............................................... 51 
T-N-T Rounds .................................................... 55 
Ads/Flyers 
2015 Florida State Convention ............................. 47 
64th NSDC ........................................................ 49 
Almost Anything Computers ................................... 7 
Belcher, Larry .................................................... 26 
Grand Square Hall ................................................ 5 
Northwest Application ......................................... 28 
Northwest Round Up ........................................... 45 
Ragon Hall ........................................................ 44 
Somerville, Arlene .............................................. 41 
Seaside Squares ................................................ 18 
TNT Rounds .................................................. 17, 27 
Article 
2015 Florida State Convention ........................ 14, 42 
64th NSDC ............................................. 20, 38, 52 
Boosters ........................................................... 19 
Calendar of Events ............................................. 29 
Club Roster ....................................................... 36 
Editors’ Note........................................................ 9 
Memorium ......................................................... 13 
Nortwest Association minutes .............................. 10 
NWFSRDA Officers ................................................ 4 
President’s Message ............................................. 3 



 

3 

PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER  

 
 Hello to all NWFSRDA mem-
bers and our friends & neighbors 
in the Florida Panhandle and Low-
er Alabama. We are heading into 
the second quarter of 2015 with 

much anticipation. There are a lot of fun activities packed into 
the next three months. We hope many of you can participate 
and continue to support our local clubs and the NW Associa-
tion.  
 To recap the first quarter of 2015, in January there was 
the Blue & White Ball in Panama City, January Shine in Pen-
sacola and the Winter Festival in Lakeland. I’m sure these 
were really fun dances. Unfortunately, Kay & I had to miss 
some of these dances due to illness.  In February there was 
the NW Callers & Cuers Sweetheart Swing in Panama City, 
Gary Shoemake Special Dances in FWB & Tallahassee and the 
Canoe Squares Anniversary Dance in Pensacola. TNT Rounds 
held their Half-Way Dance on March 13th @ Ragon Hall with 
Terri Wilaby Cueing. These dances were so much fun especial-
ly the Sweetheart Swing. Many thanks to NW Callers & Cuers 
for their time and energies donated to make this dance & 
workshop a rousing success.  
 On April 10th &11th there is the Spring Fling that is being 
held @ Grand Square Hall in Panama City. Larry Belcher & Wil-
lis Simmons will be Calling Squares & Sandy Sturgis is the 
Cuer for the weekend.  
 The big event in May is the 61st Florida State Square & 
Round Dance Convention. The theme for this year’s conven-
tion is “Hollywood Scene in 2015.” If you have never been to a 
State Convention, I encourage you to join us over Memorial 
Day Weekend. It is always very much fun and you will make 
many new friends. We will plan to get together at Steak & 
Shake for ice cream after Sunday’s dancing. Let us all try to 
support this year’s state convention and make efforts to at-
tend if possible.  
 If you are real adventurous you might want to attend the 
64th National Square & Round Dance Convention in Springfield, 
MA.  The National Convention is always held during the last 
week of June.  
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 Some of our NW Association Clubs have been very suc-
cessful in teaching and graduating new Square Dancers and 
Round Dancers. Many of the new Dancers have joined and are 
regularly dancing with their respective clubs. From what I 
hear, Agape Squares, Dancing Dolphins & Sand Spurs together 
have 50+ students presently taking Basic/Mainstream Les-
sons! That’s fantastic. I hope it is the same in Pensacola, Pan-
ama City & Tallahassee. TNT Rounds & Grand Square Rounds 
are always conducting Round Dance Classes. Keep it fun and 
they will come! 
 On a sadder note, we have lost some of our fellow Square 
& Round Dancers & Callers this year. Our hearts & prayers go 
out to those who have lost loved ones. We all support you and 
are only a phone call or text message/email away if you need 
anything. 
 Let me remind everyone to post or view upcoming dances 
in the NWF calendar. You can access it by going to Florida 
Federation of Square Dancers, @ 
(www.floridasquaredance.com). Scroll down and click on 
Northwest then Northwest Florida Website. You will see the 
calendar of events. While you are on the NW Association 
webpage, click on the Facebook icon at the top to join us on 
Facebook. You can post flyers of upcoming dances, pictures, 
and other square dance features on our Facebook page also.  
 We would like to encourage you again to support each oth-
er’s clubs & dances whenever possible. Get a square together 
and visit a club and get their banner. They will come visit you 
too so they can get their banner back. We have made the best 
friends through square & round dancing. 
 As a last note, be thinking about whom you would like to 
nominate for Presidents of the NW Association for 2016. Be-
lieve it or not, Alec & Kay will have served as your President
(s) for four years and it is time to pass the Gavel along to 
someone else. We have had a lot of support and appreciate 
everyone’s willingness to lend a hand when asked. 
 We are grateful to each and every one of you for your 
friendship and dedication to Square & Round Dancing. See you 
in a square soon! 
Alec & Kay Schmidt 
President(s), NWFSRDA 
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GRAND SQUARE HALL REGULAR DANCE SCHEDULE  
1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, Florida 32401 

 
PRESIDENT:  JOE MCLENDON--- (850) 769-4218 
BUILDING MANAGER:   JOE MCLENDON--- (850) 769-4218 
 
 
SUNDAY----GRAND SQUARE ROUNDS 
 Easy/Intermediate Dance   1:30 - 3:00 PM 
 Intermediate Dance     3:30 - 5:30 PM 
  Cuer: Sandy Sturgis-----------------------(850) 265-9488 
  
MONDAY---BOP & SHAG DANCE CLUB 
 Doors Open & Lessons      6:30 - 7:30 PM 
 Dance          7:30 - 9:00 PM 
  Contact: Pam Wiggins--------------------(850) 532-4130 
 
TUESADY—SLICK KICKERS 
 Country & Line Dance    6:30 - 8:30 PM 
  Contact:  Joe & Julie Gray---------------(850) 258-9847  
   
WEDNESDAY---OPEN 
 
THURSDAY ---SWINGING SQUARES 
 Early Rounds     6:30 - 7:00 PM 
 Class       7:00 - 8:00 PM 
 Squares & Rounds    8:00 - 9:30 PM 
  Contact: Joe McLendon------------------(850) 769-4218 
  Caller:  Chris Burchfield            
  Cuer:      Sandy Sturgis 
         
FRIDAY---BALLROOM DANCING 
Ballroom with Basic Lesson    6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Instructors: Dirk & Trisha---------------(850) 277-0566 
 
SATURDAY---OPEN FOR SPECIAL DANCES 
  Contact:  Joe McLendon------------------(850) 769-4218  
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES: 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME ALSO: ALL CLUBS OCCASIONALLY CANCEL--
PLEASE VERIFY WITH CONTACT, CUER OR CALLER. GRAND SQUARE HALL IS 
OWNED & OPERATED BY DANCERS OF THE PANAMA CITY SQUARE & ROUND DANCE 
ASSOCIATION, A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION DEDICATED TO PRESERVING OUR 
SQUARE & ROUND DANCE HERITAGE. 
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The PANHANDLE PRESS is published four times a year by the 
Northwest Florida Square and Round Dance Association, Inc., a non-
profit corporation.  It is distributed at no charge to members and 
clubs of NWFSRDA.  It is not copyrighted; we welcome the reprint-
ing of any article by square dance publications, just please give us 
credit.  We reserve the right to edit, condense or omit articles in order 
to best utilize available space.  All opinions are not necessarily those 
of the Editorial Staff. 

Advertisement Rates: 
One-time ad: ¼ page = $5.00  ½ page = $10.00   Full page = $20.00 
Full-year ad: ¼ page = $17.00 ½ page = $35.00  Full page = $70.00 
Dance flyers can be shrunk down to fit, try it! 
 
Club news:   Association clubs—FREE  
  Non-association clubs—see above rates 
Flyer Insertion Rate with club providing flyers, $15.00.  Club will 
need to provide 250 copies. 
 
Flyer Insertion Rate with Panhandle Press making flyers (flyers 
need to be Copy Ready): 
Single-sided copies: 
White paper = $30.00   Color paper = $35.00 
Double-sided copies: 
White paper = $35.00   Color paper = $40.00 
 
Calendar of events = FREE   
 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  PANHANDLE PRESS and mail to 1614 
Galvin Avenue, Pensacola, FL  32526 
 
Articles and advertisements for next issue must be received  by:  Mar. 15, 2015 

NORTHWEST PANHANDLE PRESS BOOSTERS  
Boosters for 2015 are needed to help defray the expense of our 

printer.  Make your donation of $5.00 or more and see your 
name listed in the booster section.  Simply cut out this coupon 
and print your name below.  Return to your club president or 
one of the Northwest officers.  Remember, it’s $5.00 per name.  

Thank you!!! 
_________________________________________________ 
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As Northwest members, you enjoy getting your 
Panhandle Press issues. To save postage, we 
send out electronic copies to all members who 
have email. However, if you change your email 
address and forget to tell us, we can't send you 

your copy. So please do yourself and Northwest a 
favor, and tell either Terri Wilaby or Dave Henn 

when you change your email address.  
 

Thanks. 
 

P. S. This would also apply to those who do not 
have email and change their snail mail address. 

Inside Bobe’s Hobby House 
2 East Nine Mile Road, Suite 11 
Pensacola, FL 32526 
Office (850) 712-0490 

Almost Anything Computer 

TIM WILABY 

OWNER/TECH 

 

Specializing in hardware repair, 
virus removal, digitization.  

Notary services also available. 
And now iPhone and tablet repair! 
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NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President:    
   Alec & Kay Schmidt 
   116 Bayou Drive 
   Niceville, FL  32578 
   (850) 678-8711 
   ashmidtmd@aol.com  

Secretary:   
   Barb McDonald 
   704 Trowbridge Avenue 
   Fort Walton Beach, FL  32547 
   (850) 240-1637 
   bjd9@cox.net 

Vice-President:    
   John & Libby Penrod 
   2786 Pecan Road 
   Tallahassee, FL  32303 
   850-385-0608 
   penrod.jp@comcast.net 

Treasurer:    
   Dave Henn 
   31 Redwood Circle 
   Pensacola, FL  32506 
   (850) 455-5160 
   dwhenn@att.net 

Insurance:  
   Tom Hancock 
   130 Lamman Road 
   Niceville, FL 32578 
   (850) 678-2105 
   tomjean@cox.net  

Editor:   
   Tim & Terri Wilaby 
   1614 Galvin Avenue 
   Pensacola, FL 32526 
   (850) 712-5230 
   panhandlepress@hotmail.com 

Libby & John Penrod, Dave Henn, 
Barb & Brian McDonald, Kay & Alec Schmidt 
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Editor’s Note 
Something I was noticing across the last 
couple months as I was posting events 
and photos to Facebook is in order to tag 
someone, they must be a member of Fa-
cebook.  It is also easier if they are a 
member of the group where the photos or 
events are posted. 
 
So, if you are using Facebook, I would like 

to encourage you to “like” Northwest Florida’s Facebook 
page.  This will make it easier to tag you in the photos. 
 
One other item.  I do not know everyone in the associa-
tion.  It is difficult for me to put names and faces togeth-
er to start with, doing it after the event is really chal-
lenging.  So if you are perusing the photos, please feel 
free to tag others.  The more we can share the page, the 
better it will be helping others stay informed. 
 
If you are posting to the Northwest page, please be sure 
the item is marked “public”.  I’ve gone onto the site and 
not been able to see what is there from some folks, ei-
ther because the item is not “public” or it has not been 
“shared” properly. 

CANOE SQUARES 
MILTON 

 
No Report 
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    NORTHWEST FLORIDA SQUARE & ROUND DANCE 
ASSOCIATION MEETING 

Grand Square Hall 
1105 Bob Little Road 
Panama City, Florida  

January 10, 2015 
 
Call to order:    Alex and Kay Schmidt 
Invocation:       Alex Schmidt 
Pledge of Allegiance: John Penrod 
Roll Call:      Barbara McDonald- Eight clubs represented. Four-
teen present. 
Welcome:     Alex Schmidt 
Correspondence:    Barbara McDonald. Minute correction edited. 
Three cards sent. 
Treasurer's Report::  Sent in by Dave Henn. One question by John 
was about supplies. Did that include food?  And was there a 
budget for food other than pizza?  This report only on the Round-
up.  Alex suggested we be more specific on the next Round Up. 
Loss was $220.98 which was not that great. Discussion of ex-
penses followed including donation to school. It was moved by 
Joe Grey and seconded by Brian McDonald to accept the finan-
cial report. 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  Public Relations:   Miriam Merriwether not present but she has 
joined the FWB Chamber of Commerce;  a ribbon cutting is 
planed for the open house at Sand Spurs, and she has been work-
ing with Libby. 
  Panhandle Press:    Terri sent a report and was not present. The 
Panhandle Press is holding it's own but not making a profit. She 
would like each club for a contact name and email address. That 
person could  submit articles for their club.  If you change your 
address, phone or email address please let her and Dave Henn 
know. They sell ads and accept donations. Any one can be a 
booster.  
  Callers and Curers:    Sandy said she was getting ready to start a 
Swing class in 3 weeks. 
  USDA Insurance:     Not present. Clubs were late getting insur-
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ance in before December 15th.   
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
   2015 Round Up:  John and Libby Penrod.   Callers have been 
contacted and are under contract  It is scheduled in Valparaiso.  
Because of numerous requests, we would like to have it in the 
Senior Center in Tallahassee depending on the football game. The 
Senior Center has 3 rooms we can use for Friday and Saturday 
and  would be be $2500 but they will give it to us for $1000.  
They have an upstairs room with wood floor,  good parking, and 
wiring for hearing impaired.  John should know in about 10 days 
whether the game is at home. There is no other place to go.  Ad-
vantage would be of drawing more members from the North East 
and Central which would generate more money.  Cuer will be 
Sandy and David Sturgis; featured caller  Jack Lewis; Naorwest 
caller is Bob Poiner; and Miriam Merriwether the M.C.  We will 
have to work harder on adds. Please email John if you need fliers 
and ribbons for the Round Up. We need to get fliers and ribbons 
out by the State Convention. John is looking into saving on fliers 
and ribbons.   
  2015 Florida State Convention:  “Hollywood Scene in 2015”.  
Alex has  handouts for adds in the Convention  booklet, 
(Individuals, clubs or NW, business). That deadline is April 5th. 
Forms are on the Federation website:  floridasquaredance.com/
federation. 
  Florida Federation:  Paul and Cheryl Miller- The  “kick off” has 
chosen a gingerbread. Theme.  Cheryl has material to make apron 
or collar. Cheryl will be collecting booster names. Paul also needs 
2 refrigerator boxes for making a ginger bread house. The Florida 
Federation met October 26th 2014  and Paul sent a report which 
included new Welcome Center 4x9 cards to go to FL welcome 
centers; an Ad for Bow & Swings and the Am. Square Dance 
Magazine; revisions to the Federation Documents, Group exemp-
tions applications and election of the new Federation board.   
 
The new federation officers are: 
 Bud & Anita Taylor  NE          President 
 Penny Green   WC                   Vice President 
  Dennis & Nancy Taylor    C     Secretary 



 

12 

 Ray & Elsa Huddleson SE        Treasurer 
 Paul & Cheryl Miller  NW        Parliamentarian 
Also it was discussed about Tampa as a potential candidate for 
the site of the 2021 National Square dance Convention. Paul and 
Cheryl Miller were appointed to head up and continue the Con-
vention and whether or not for Florida to present its intention to 
bid at the 2015 National square Dance convention in Springfield, 
MA. Next Federation Meeting February 28th. All Associations 
must vote on changes to constitution and articles of incorporation: 
                           Articles of Incoarporation      
                                     Article II 
The nature and object of the corporation shall be as follows: 
 Section 1.  Organized exclusively for charitable and educational 
purposes to promote the extension of square and round dancing in 
the state of Florida by edeucating the general public of the health-
ful and recreational opportunities in square and round dancing. 
This indludes the making of distributions to organizations that 
qualify under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Coce or 
the corresponding section of any future federal atax code. 
                                     Article VII 
 Section 3.  Upon majority vote of the Board of Directors to dis-
solve the Coperation, the Executive Committee shall, after paying 
or making provision for the payment of all the liabilities of the 
Corporation, dispose of all the assets of the Corporation exclu-
sively for the benefit of the corporation to any exempt corporatin 
or entity organized for purposes similar to those set forth under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the 
corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal 
Revenue law) as the directors shall determine. 
                                   CONSTITUTION                
                                            Article II 
The purpose of the corporation shall be as follows: 
 Section 1.  Organized exclusively for charitable and educational 
purposes to promote the extension of square and round dancing in 
the State of florida by education the general public of the health-
ful and recreational opportunities in square and round dancing.  
This includes the making of distributions organizations that quali-
fy under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or the 
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corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 
Removal of:    Article X:  Dissolution 
This is stated in the articles of Incorporation Article VII. 
 
It was moved by Wanna and seconded by Cheryl to  accept the 
changes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 NEW BUSINESS; 
2015-16 DOY committee chairman:  Terry and Jackie Kramer- 
Please help them if called upon. 
2015-2016 Nominating chairman:   We need a chairperson and 
will be look for a new President. 
 New Club applications:  None. 
Announcements:  Upcoming Dances: Jan. 17th, 2015 Sea-
side Squares presents January Shine @ Regon Hall in Pensacola
 Feb. 6Th 2015  Feb Fun time @ Grand Square Hall Feb 
6Th 2015 NW Callers & Curers Sweetheart Swing At Grand 
Square Hall in Panama City Feb 7 2015 Sweet Heart Swing
 Feb 17th 2015 Gary Shoemaker @ PASARDA Hall in 
FWBNext meeting:  to be announced sometime in AprilAdjourn-
ment SecretaryBarbara McDonald 

In Memoriam 
Joe DiBattista, Dancer 

January 25, 2015 
 

Chuck Myers, Caller 
February 26, 2015 
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THE HOLLYWOOD 
SCENE IN 2015 

61ST FLORIDA STATE 
CONVENTION 

MAY 22-25, 2014 
 

CASTING  CALLS  # 7, 8 & 9 
 
Judy Anderson 
Director of Publicity 
 
Attention all Service Men and Women – Past or Present.  We 
are sending out a SPECIAL CASTING CALL for men and/or 
women who have been in any of the 5 branches of Military 
service (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or the Coast Guard) 
and would like to participate in the Honor Guard for the open-
ing ceremonies on Saturday evening, May 23rd and show off 
the colors of the USA, please get in contact with Ailene Picheco 
at apicheco@att.net (321-652-0680) to let her know which 
branch of service you would like to represent.  And she needs 
yet another veteran to carry the grandest flag of all – the good 
old Stars and Stripes. 
 
The best thing is you don’t need to dust off your old uniform, 
unless you really would like, but the dress code of the evening 
is simply your red, white, and/or blue square dance attire.  
Ailene already has the authentic flag of each branch of service 
so no need to worry about that and the white gloves will also 
be furnished by Ailene. 
 
Our traveling quilt, “A Travel Through Time”, is still making 
visits to lots of clubs and special events.  Be sure to watch for 
it, you can’t miss it, it is so beautiful and big and depicts the 
logos of all of our 61 State Conventions.  Its next scheduled 
appearance is at the Party Weekend in Paisley, April 10 & 11, 
at the benefit dance for the 2016 Convention.  If you would 
like this quilt to make a stop at any of your dances contact our 
Producers for more information: jackbarb@juno.com   or call: 
321-452-3941.  Tickets are only $1.00 each or 7 for $5.00. 
 
Casting Call #8 
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Quoting from the article “FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION HAP-
PENINGS”, Sub-Titled: “A NOTE TO NEW DANCERS” 
 
“You can dance your feet off at the State Conventions.  By Me-
morial Day Weekend, you will be able to dance in the Basic 
Hall or the Mainstream Hall.  A few of you may be ready for 
the Plus Hall; it’s which ever you feel comfortable in.”  
 
Friday Night is just like a “Meet and Greet Night”.  A time 
when you greet old friends and meet some new friends. 
 
Saturday Night is the “Grand March” and is considered Club 
Dress Night.  Wear your Club Outfits, if you have one, other-
wise wear an outfit of your own choosing.  Each club is repre-
sented by one square of dancers who will carry your clubs 
banner in and then they will dance the first tip of the evening.   
 
Sunday Night is the night when the next years Convention Or-
ganizers will put on a little show (or as we call it – “A Kick-
Off”) for their upcoming Convention. 
 
Casting Call #9 
 
Do you like to earn dangles?  Those little thingies to hang on 
your club badge?  Would you like to earn some “special”, real-
ly “special” dangles?  Ones that no one else will have?  If so 
come into the Mainstream Hall both Saturday and Sunday af-
ternoons as Sheila Reid has some really interesting and clever 
ways of earning these “special dangles”.  It wouldn’t be fair to 
tell you what she is planning, couldn’t anyway as I’m not all 
that sure of all of the shenanigans she is planning.  Whatever 
paces she wants to put you through you will be guaranteed a 
fun and hilarious time.  And the caller line up is pretty terrific 
too.  These callers have all called for our dangles dances be-
fore and all did request to do it again as they had as much fun 
as the dancers.  This year we again have Rod Barngrover, Bill 
Boyd, Ellis Lindsey and Dave Muller who will try to help (or 
confuse) you but all making sure you have a side splitting 
great time. 
 
Are you a “Single” dancer?  Well, please do come to the Con-
vention as there will be a “SPECIAL Singles Hall” on Friday 
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evening geared for all single/solo dancers.  Come meet Shirley 
White, our Singles Director.  She will be delighted to help you 
to meet other single dancers who will be looking for a partner 
just like you.  There are good callers and good cuers scheduled 
to make this a fun beginning for your dancing weekend activi-
ties.  There also is an area in each of the main dance halls set 
aside for single/solo dancers to congregate the rest of the 
week-end and, hopefully, dance a tip or two with someone 
new. 
 
It is getting closer to the Convention so here are a couple of 
reminders for you procrastinators:  There are still a few (very 
few) rooms left at the Host Hotel, the Ramada Lakeland Hotel.  
Phone: 863-688-8080, ask for the “Square Dancers Rate of 
$65.00”.  If you are a camper: The “Carefree Lakeland RV Re-
sort” is only $20.00 per night.  Phone:  863-687-6146 or you 
can call Vinnie and Lorraine Piecora, Camper Directors at 386-
427-0174.  They are a wealth of information.  For the Program 
Book: Personal Messages are still being accepted for only 
$10.00 each for a 1/6 page comment, that’s a business card 
size.  Mail check to Ailene Picheco,  345 Hula Circle, Merritt 
Island, FL 32952 and be sure to tell her your favorite movie 
star.  Registration forms for this event are within the confines 
of this magazine.  Just fill it out and mail in your money to 
Randy & Carol Poole.  Phone: 386-734-5295 or if you would 
like more information. 
 
Another thing to remember is the Trail-In Dance on Thursday 
evening held at the Strawberry Squares Dance Hall in Plant 
City ------ have all you Clark Gables and Elizabeth Taylors got 
your costumes ready for the “Parade of Stars”  How creative is 
your imagination for dreaming up the best outfits?  You could 
win a prize!!!  Again call our Producers for more information.  
Jack & Barbara Hoffman at 321-452-3941. 
 
Will we see you at the Convention???????        
 
 
 
 

Yo
u bet

ch
a! 
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T—N—T Rounds 
 

Sundays  3:30—5:30 pm 
Ragon Hall, Pensacola, FL 

 
Cuers:  Terri & Tim Wilaby 

(850) 712-5230 
terriwilaby@hotmail.com 

Visit us at www.tntrounds.com 
Like us on Facebook 

For those of you who are computer 
savvy, here’s a treat.  This page has 
what are called “Mobi Tags”.   
 
This first one will take you to North-
west Association’s website. 
 
 
This next one will take you to the Flor-
ida Federation’s website. 
 
 
Interested in keeping up with the Flor-
ida State Convention?  Try this one! 
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Panhandle Boosters 
 

Platinum Sponsors ($35.00 per name) 
Fran Keller  (10/15)  Carl Keller  (10/15) 
Joy Vaccari  (01/16) 
   
 
Gold Sponsors ($25.00 per name) 
Joe Mclendon (4/15)  Patricia Mclendon (4/15) 
Paul Miller  (7/15 )  Cheryl Miller (7/15) 
Dave Henn  (10/15)  
  
Silver Sponsors ($15.00 per name) 
Terry Kramer (7/15)  Jackie Kramer (7/15) 
Bronze Sponsors ($5.00 per name) 
  
 
Show your support!!!  For only $5.00, your name 
can appear here, too!  For a little more, get a gift! 
 
The date behind your name is the last issue in which  
your name will appear. 
 
 
Supplies needed:  Paper, Brother toner tn-315, 
mailing seals.  Supplies can be left at Ragon Hall or 
call (850) 712-5230 for other arrangements. 

DANCING DOLPHINS 
FORT WALTON BEACH 

 
No Report 
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64th NATIONAL 
SQUARE DANCE  
CONVENTION® 

Springfield, Massachusetts 
JUNE 24, 25, 26 & 27, 2015 

 
New Tour Offered 
Welcome to Springfield, MA 
Thursday, 6/25 Friday, 6/26 Saturday, 6/27 @ 9 am Cost $35.00 
The oldest and largest of all the places named Springfield in the USA! 
During the 3 1/2 hour guided bus tour, you’ll get to see: 
Court Square, the historic center of the city 
The site of Shays Rebellion of 1787 
McKnight Historic District, wood-framed, late Victorian neighborhood  
Forest Park Heights District, the city’s largest historic district which 
includes the homes of Dr. Seuss and Thornton Burgess 
 
You’ll get to stop and spend time at: 
The Springfield Armory, established by George Washington and maker 
of weapons from the Revolutionary War to the Vietnam War. Now a 
National Park, it houses one of the largest collections of fire arms in the 
country and chronicles innovations which helped spark America’s In-
dustrial revolution. 
 
McKnight Historic District, the largest wood-frame, late Victorian 
neighborhood in New England 
Forest Park Heights District, the city’s largest historic district  
 
The Naismith Memorial Basket Hall of Fame, which celebrates the 
greatest moments and brightest stars of the game invented in Spring-
field in 1891. The Dr. Seuss National Memorial Sculpture Garden, hon-
oring local son Theodor Seuss Giesel.
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The Springfield Museums, four museums with extensive collections of 
art, science, and history including Springfield-made Indian Motorcy-
cles, Rolls-Royce, and Duryea, the first American gasoline powered 
vehicle. 
 
To book this tour, write CITY TOUR in the Special Needs Space on the Tour 
RegistraƟon Form. 
 

HEARING ENHANCEMENT 
What to expect at the 64th National Square Dance Convention® 
(Along with some tutorial information for interested dancers.) 

 
by Al Rouff, Services Chairman, 64th NSDC® 
 
Hearing enhancement systems literally 
place the speaker at the ear of the listener 
and dramatically reduce background noise.  

This background noise may include sideline talking, motor 
or fan noise (e.g. heating or air conditioning unit), floor 
noise (made by the dancers’ feet moving), etc.  Hearing loss 
is invisible and can occur at any age.  However, it is more 
prevalent as age increases.  More than 50% of people over 
age 50 have a hearing loss significant enough to impact 
their understanding of speech, especially in a background of 
noise.  As the average age of square dancers increases, so 
does the impact of hearing loss on the activity.  Look at the 
demographics of our group.  There are many older dancers, 
and chances are high that a hearing enhancement system 
would be beneficial almost anywhere we go to dance.  The 
use of a hearing enhancement system has extended the en-
joyment of many people who dance in our square dance ac-
tivity. 

 
What is ADA?  ADA stands for the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act.  The Americans with Disabilities Act gives civil rights 
protections to individuals with disabilities similar to those 
provided to other individuals on the basis of race, sex, na-
tional origin, and religion.  It guarantees equal opportunity 
for individuals with disabilities in public accommodations, 
employment, transportation, state and local government ser-
vices, and telecommunications.  It states that one must fur-
nish auxiliary aids when necessary to ensure effective com-



 

22 

munication.  For new building construction and alterations, 
fixed seating assembly areas that accommodate 50 or more 
people or have audio amplification systems must have a per-
manently-installed assistive listening system.  This must be 
done without extra charge to the persons using the system.  
Although the act does not require alterations to existing fa-
cilities if undue burden on the owner of the facility can be 
proven, it does infer that hearing disabled individuals are to 
be provided with appropriate equipment, whenever possible. 
It’s the law. There is a similar requirement in Canada, at 
least for new construction. 

 
Why use FM systems? FM (frequency modulated) signals 
fill a room and will penetrate some walls and petitions. These 
signals do not require “line of sight” direct contact between 
the transmitter and the receiver. FM signals generated by 
hearing enhancement transmitters travel several hundred 
feet. Infrared systems provide excellent sound quality, but 
require a direct “line of sight” transmission. This is virtually 
impossible to achieve with dancers moving around the floor. 
Induction loop systems also provide good sound quality, but 
are not portable and could not be moved from hall to hall. 

 
How many FM frequencies are there? There are 10 
wide band frequencies (channels)  and 77 narrow band 
frequencies (channels).  For square dance venues, the 
wide band channels are used. 

 
What is the recommended frequency to use? 
CALLERLAB has recommended the use of a wide band 
channel at a frequency of  72.9 MHz  By having a standard-
ized frequency, dancers who own receivers can attend a 
variety of dances and travel outside of their home area 
without having to change frequencies.  Sometimes a dif-
ferent channel frequency must be used because of local 
radio interference, and sometimes because more than 
one hall is set up for simultaneous operation on different 
channels. 
 
What are the components of an FM hearing en-
hancement system?  The system is composed of a 
transmitter and a receiver.  Multiple receivers can be 
used with one transmitter. The transmitter plugs into the 
caller’s/cuer’s amplifier and sends the “Voice Only” signal 
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to the receivers. A battery powered receiver is worn by 
each dancer using the system. 

 
Are there multiple channel transmitters and re-
ceivers?  Most manufacturers make multiple channel 
units.   It is important to remember that there are 10 wide 
band frequencies in the ADA band plan.  At a large square 
dance convention or festival, several different channel fre-
quencies may be in use.  At the 64th NSDC®, the primary 
channel will operate on 72.9 MHz. Other channels must also 
be used in order to prevent radio interference between ad-
jacent dance halls.  Each hall will have a sign posted near 
the caller/cuer position where the transmitter frequency will 
be displayed.  The dancer should tune to the “active” chan-
nel when entering a different dance hall. 

 
Can there be bleed over between adjoining halls if 
transmitters are being used on  the  s ame  
channe l  in both halls?  Yes.  A receiver will pick up 
the strongest signal.  If halls are adjoining (or if they are 
upstairs/downstairs from each other), it is best to use dif-
ferent frequencies.   The 64th NSDC® will have a carefully con-
sidered channel plan designed to insure that no radio interference 
will occur between dance halls. 
 
How does the dancer couple the receiver to his/her 
ear?  Many dancers use a small rubber tip (ear plug) that is 
inserted into the ear.  These tips can be easily cleaned and 
stay in place while dancing.  Other dancers use an ear 
speaker or a set of headphones.  A thin cable runs from the belt-
pack receiver to the ear device.  The dancer has a volume control on 
the receiver. 
 
Why do dancers buy their own receivers?  Many 
dancers choose to buy their own receivers. They do this for 
personal reasons, including ease of travel between groups 
(they can use it with different clubs on different nights), 
sanitary reasons, and to assure that a receiver is available 
whenever they want to use it. 

 
What brand of system should one buy?  There are 
several manufacturers of hearing enhancement systems.  
An Internet search will easily take you to them.  One should 
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compare features, quality, ease of use, durability, price, 
etc., and make decisions accordingly.   A good approach might 
be to consult with someone who understands the technology and 
the application.  Above all, remember to purchase “ADA Com-
pliant” equipment to insure interoperability with other ADA 
Compliant systems, no matter where you travel and dance. 

 
Who should  buy the system?   The answer to this 
question depends upon your personal needs. Some dancers 
have purchased complete systems.  Some transmitter units 
have been purchased by clubs and their members buy their 
own receivers.  Some systems are shared by several groups 
using the same hall. 

 
Can dancers use their personal receivers at places 
other than square and round dances? Yes. They can 
use the receiver at any establishment that uses an ADA 
Compliant system.  This includes churches, theaters, audito-
riums, museums with walking tours, court rooms, etc. 

 

 
 

 

  
 

The 64th NSDC® will provide ADA Compliant Hearing Assist transmitters in e
square and round dance hall.  Look for the channel frequency posted near t
er/cuer position. 

GRAND SQUARE ROUNDS 
 

No Report 
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AGAPE SQUARES 
NICEVILLE 

Hi, from the Agape Squares in Niceville, Florida. The 
Club that has taught so many dancers through the 
years, who have now gone on to join new Square Dance 
groups that have formed in the area. The Club usually 
meets on Monday nights from 7:00-9:00pm at the 
Crosspoint Methodist Church (formerly The First United 
Methodist Church). If we are teaching a new class, we 
hold it from 6:00-7:00pm on Monday nights. 
  
Our Caller, Berlon Graham is trying a new method of 
teaching to encourage the participation of new square 
dancers. He has divided the square dance moves into 
three class levels.  The Basic Level, dances from 6:00 to 
7:00pm, Mainstream work-shop is from 7:00 to 8:00pm, 
and the Plus Level workshop/ Dance is from 8:00 to 
9:00pm. We have had a good turn-out of dancers, up to 
5 squares, and everyone seems to be having a good 
time.  
 
We graduated our first Basic Level class on January 26th, 
and started a new Basic Level class, of twenty students 
on February 23rd. The new class includes at least six 
couples, as opposed to the usual participation of pre-
dominately single dancers. 
 
The new method of teaching is working out, so that the 
graduates of the Basic Level help angel the new class 
and continue to learn in the Mainstream workshop. The 
Mainstream graduates, angel and help the beginners at 
the Mainstream level, and the veteran Plus Level danc-
ers help with all three levels.  In this way, everyone is 
able to dance at their level at some point during the 
evening, and can also continue to learn new moves, de-
pending on how late they wish to stay during the course 
of the evening. 
 
Hope to see you all in a Square in the near future! Have 
Fun and Keep On Dancing!  Kira Story 
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NORTHWEST FLORIDA SQUARE AND ROUND DANCE  
ASSOCIATION, INC. 

                                                         
NAME_________________________________ DATE___________ 

(As it should appear on the badge, if a new member) 
PLEASE PRINT. THANK YOU. 

 
             ____________________________________________ 

(Spouse, as it should appear on the badge, if a new member) 
 
ADDRESS______________________________________________ 
 
CITY_________________________STATE_______ZIP__________ 
 
PHONE______________E-MAIL____________________________ 
 

PLEASE STATE THE PRIMARY CLUB TO WHICH YOU BELONG  
(FOR INSURANCE ACCOUNTING) 

_____________________________________________________ 
  
PLEASE LIST ANY OTHER CLUBS TO WHICH YOU BELONG: 
 
1.______________________________________________________ 
 
2.______________________________________________________ 
 
DUES PER YEAR: 
 RENEWALS:      NEW MEMBERSHIP: 
  SINGLE:    $10.00     SINGLE:   $15.00 
  COUPLE:  $20.00      COUPLE: $30.00 
 
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
 
NWFSRDA (NORTHWEST FLORIDA SQUARE AND ROUND DANCE 

ASSOCIATION) 
 
MAIL TO:   DAVID HENN 
  31 REDWOOD CIRCLE,  PENSACOLA, FL 32506 
  850-455-5160    E-MAIL: dwhenn@att.net 
 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO: 
1. A Northwest Florida Association badge. 
2. Four (4) issues of the Panhandle Press Newsletter. 
3. Half-price admission to the annual Northwest Association Round

-up in October. 
4. Accident medical insurance (fee included in dues). 
5. Representation at state and national levels. 
6. Participation in Northwest Association functions. 
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Calendar of Events 
2015 
April 
16-18 Spring Cotillion, Chantilly Hall 
  2101 Shenandoah Avenue, Charlotte, NC 
  Cuers: Barbara & Wayne Blackford, Don &  
    Linda Hichman 
 
17-18 Spring Fling, Grand Square Hall 
  1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, FL 
  Callers: Larry Belcher, Willis Simmons 
  Cuers: Sandy & Dave Sturgis 
 
17-19 On The Road Again, Rayne Civic Center 
  300 Frog Festival Drive, Rayne, LA 
  Callers: Wade Driver, Ted Kennedy 
  Cuers: Huey & Eloise DuFrene 
 
24-25 Party Weekend, Deerhaven Retreat and  
  Conference Center, 47924 NSF 540-2, Paisley, FL 
  Caller: Charlie Pergrossi 
  Cuer: Susan Snider 
 
25  Graduation Special, PASARDA Hall 
  Details pending 
 
May 
2  Unka Enterprises Presents, location TBD 
  Caller: Al Stevens 
  Cuers: Terri & Tim Wilaby 
 
14-16 54th Derby City Festival 
  Paroquet Springs Conference Centre 
  395 Paroquet Springs Drive, Sheperdsville, KY 
  Local callers & cuers 
 
14-16 27th Virginia State Convention 
  Founders Inn & Spa, 5641 Indian River Road, Virginia  
  Beach, VA 
  Local callers & cuers
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15-17 Branson “Extravaganza”, Stone Castle Hotel &  
  Conference Center, 3050 Green Mountain Drive,  
  Branson, MO 
  Callers: Ross Howell, Darryl Lipscomb,  
    Gary Shoemake 
 
21-22 15th Annual Train-In Round Dance, Yakima Valley 
  Square & Dance Center, 207 E. Charron Road,  
  Moxee, WA 
  Cuers: Debbie and Paul Taylor 
 
22-24 61st Florida State Square & Round Dance Convention 
  Lakeland Center, 701 Lime Street, Lakeland, FL 
  Callers: FCA Members 
  Cuers: RDCF Members 
 
22-24 Branson Blowout, Stone Castle Hotel & Conference  
  Center, 3050 Green Mountain Drive, Branson, MO 
  Callers: Ken Bower, Curt Braffert, Marshall Flippo, 
    Gary Shoemake 
  Cuers: Sandy & David Sturgis 
 
22-25 28th Annual Yakima Memorial Day Plus Weekend 
  Yakima Valley Square & Round Dance Center,  
  207 E. Charron Road, Moxee, WA 
  Caller: Steve Noseck 
  Cuers: Debbie & Paul Taylor 
 
July 
7-9  NSDCA Camporee, World Shooting & Recreational   
  Complex, 1 Mail Event Lane, Sparta, IL 
 
8-11 ICBDA Convention #39, Sheraton Hotel & Convention  
  Center, 3121 Highp Point Road, Greensboro, NC 
 
18  July Jamboree, Ragon Hall 
  2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola 
  Caller: Bob Poyner 
  Cuers: Terri & Tim Wilaby
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24-26 11th Annual Peachtree Promenade, Civic Center 
  110 State Street, Commerce, GA 
  Callers: Jerry Biggerstaff, Ken Bower, Steve Kopman, 
    Darryl McMillan, Gary Shoemake 
  Cuers: Sandy & David Sturgis   
 
August 
6-8  41st Tennessee Square & Round Dance Convention 
  W.L. Mills Conference Center, 234 Historic Nature  
  Trail, Gatlinburg, TN 
 
13-15 14th USA West, Colonial Red Lion Inn 
  2301 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 
 
15  Seaside Squares 52nd Anniversary, Ragon Hall 
  2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, FL 
  Caller: Dave Muller 
  Cuers: Terri & Tim Wilaby 
 
28-29 Alabama 37th Square & Round Dance Convention 
  Pell City Civic Center, 2801 Stemley Bridge Road,  
  Pell City, AL   
   
September 
4-6  45th National Singles Dance-A-Rama, Amway Grand 
  Hotel, 187 Monroe N.W., Grand Rapids, MI 
  Callers: Ken Burke, Tim Marriner, Jimmy Robison, 
    Doug & Don Sprosty, Tim Tyl 
  Cuers: Phyllis Burdette, Cathy & Fred Fisher,  
    Natalie Sprosty 
 
24-26 Aspencade Pus, Historicc Red River Community 
  House, 116 E Main Street, Red River, NM 
  Callers: Jerry Balbraith, Hunter Keller 
  Cuers: Sally & Bob Nolen 
 
25-26 Southeastern Swing, Pell City Parks & Recreation 
  2801 Stemley Bridge Road, Pell City, AL 
  Callers: Chris Burchfield, Darryl McMillan,  
    Tony Oxendine,   Jerry Story 
  Cuers: Sandy & David Sturgis 
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SAND SPURS 
FORT WALTON 

At our first dance of the new year, January 8th , we welcomed a 
full square of 'Snow Birds' from Pennsylvania, Missouri, Ohio and 
Iowa.  It was great to dance with our northern friends again. 
 

The following week, 16 members of our Club got together for an 
enjoyable evening of fellowship and dining at the Sealand restau-
rant in FWB.  Our next date to dine out will be April 4th at Joey’s 
Italian Grill at 1027 John Sims Pkwy in Niceville.  We hope y'all 
can join us. 
 
 

At our January 22nd dance , PASARDA 
Hall was filled with many squares as 
we welcomed the Ambassadors from 
the FWB Chamber of Commerce for 
their Ribbon Cutting event. A wonder-
ful ceremony was led by our caller, 
Miriam Merriwether. 

 

The Chamber members quickly learned the basics of dancing, in-
cluding Do-si-do and Allemande Left. Door prizes were donated 
by Paul and Cheryl Miller, Allan and Cheryl Hanson, Joy Dick-
son, David Parker, Eden at Head Start Salon in Mary Esther and 
the Sealand restaurant.  The hall was decorated in Western theme 
while delicious refreshments were served in the kitchen. 
 
Thanks to Barbara and Brian  
McDonald and Joy Dickson who 
helped Terry and me clean and  
decorate the Hall. 
 

Wow!! our second Open House event 
was so successful.  Folks lined up at 
the door to register and print their name tags!  We had 5 squares 
dancing.  It should be noted that many of the fellows were also 
participating in the Line dancing lessons! Our first official class 
began on the 5th of February. 
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Our condolences to Diane DiBattista whose husband Joe, died as 
a result of a traffic accident on Sunday the 25th of January.  Pray-
ers for Diane, her family and for the person who caused the acci-
dent. We are so happy to announce that Diane has recovered 
enough to be able to return to dance with us...that’s dedication! 
 

What a great attendance we had for the Gary Shoemake dance that 
we hosted on the 17th of February! How great to 

have an international caller 
calling for us! The Hall was 
decorated in a Mardi Gras 
theme as eight squares filled 
the Hall.  We hope to have 
Gary return for another calling 
engagement next year. Again, 
thanks to our helpers who assisted with clean-

ing and decorating. 
 

The square and line dance  classes are doing great!  Miriam has 
done a great job with her enthusiastic instructing.  We have 28 
students plus our angels on the dance floor each Thursday even-
ing. Many of the students and angels are enjoying both the Line 
and Square dancing lessons. We look forward to their graduation 
and continuing participation as Sand Spurs club members. 
 
Again, we invite all members of the square and line dance com-
munities to come join us on Thursdays from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in 
PASARDA Hall.   Keep dancing! Jackie and Terry 

NAVARRE OCEAN WAVES 
NAVARRE 

 
No report 
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SEASIDE SQUARES—RAGON HALL 
PENSACOLA 

The first of the year saw us taking a slower pace and recuper-
ating from the holidays.  We hope yours were happy and ful-
filling. 
 
We were happy to host the January Shine with Ted Kennedy 
calling and Terri & Tim Wilaby cueing.  What a wonderful sight 
to see 7 squares on the floor with some sitting out!  We hear 
they will be returning in 2016. 

 
We then 

kicked into 
high gear 

and started 
recruiting 

to see if we 
could run a 

class.  The open house in Febru-
ary was well re- ceived and on 
March 6 started classes with 6 

couples.  Tim and Terri are teach-
ing the calls to stu- dents.  Our 
guest callers have been most gra-
cious working the calls into dances 
during our club dance.  It seems 

to be working out well for everyone.   
 
In March we held a make-up session to reinforce the calls al-
ready presented and allow a few more to begin the class.  We 
now have 8 couples-two full squares!!  YIPPEE!! 
 
As we settle into the class, the next quarter will be fairly quite.  
Please come and visit us as we host different callers each 
week.  Check our calendar on our website,  

www.seasidesquares.com 
for our calendar each month.  It also has our special dances, 
such as the July Jamboree and Anniversary Dance as the 
months come around. 
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CAPITAL TWIRLERS 
TALLAHASSEE 

 
The Capital Twirlers continue to meet each 
Monday evening for Mainstream and Plus 
dancing.  Currently, a new square dance 
class is being offered and has about 20 danc-
ers learning the Basic and Mainstream 
calls.  Lessons are from 7:00 until 8:15 and 

then Mainstream and Plus dancing follows from 8:15 until 9:30 
pm.  The members of the new class are making very good 
progress and seem to be really enjoying learning to square 
dance. Classes are continuing each Monday evening. 

On the 16th of February, Gary Shoemake was scheduled to 
call for the Twirlers at the Sr. Center during our normal dance 
night.  However, the Center was closed for the President’s Day 
Holiday.  Steve Steverson and Spurgeon Cowen did a magnifi-
cent job and arranged for a dance facility in Chattahoo-
chee.  Gary called for three squares of our members who 
made the trip. 

During February, Elmer Sheffield was the featured caller at the 
Blue-Grey Square Dance in Lake City, Florida.  The dance was 
on the 14th of February and our club was well represented by 
21 of our members who attended. 

Elmer will be joining Gary Shoemake, Ken Bower and Tony 
Oxendine in Gatlinburg,TN March 20th, 21st and 22nd for the 
“Swing into Spring” dance at the Reagan’s Four Seasons Re-
sort Hotel.  At last count, the Twirlers will be well represented 
by four couples who are registered for the dance. 
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Northwest Association Clubs 
  

Agape Squares 
 Caller:  Berlon Graham, Mondays, 7—9 PM 
 Niceville First UMC Life Center 
 214 South Partin  Drive, Niceville, FL 
 Berlon Graham  (850) 609-3241 
 
Canoe Squares 
 Caller:  Bob Poyner, Mondays, 7:30—9:30 PM 
 Hobbs Middle School 
 5371 Glover Lane, Milton, FL 
 Bob Poyner   (850) 834-3548 
 
Capital Twirlers 
 Caller: Elmer Sheffield,  Mondays, 7:00—9:30 PM 
 Tallahassee Senior Center 
 1400 North Monroe, Tallahassee, FL 
 Jack Taylor    (850) 877-2459 
  
Dancing Dolphins  
 Caller:     Roy Bernier, Tuesdays, 7—9 PM  
 Saint Simon’s Parish Hall 
 28 Miracle Strip Parkway SW, Fort Walton Beach, FL 
 Roy Bernier    (850) 651-6356  
 
Grand Square Rounds 
 Cuer: Sandy Sturgis, Sundays, 3:30—5:30 PM 
 Grand Square Hall 
 1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, FL  
 Sandy Sturgis  (850) 265-9488 
 
Navarre Ocean Waves 
 Caller:  Miriam Merriwether 
 Holley-Navarre Senior Center 
 8476 Gordon Goodin Lane, Navarre, FL 
 Miriam Merriwether (850) 974-0951



 

37 

Pensacola Twirlers Square & Round Dance Club 
 Caller: Patty Ping, Tuesdays, 7—9 PM 
 Bayview Senior Center 
 2000 East Lloyd Street, Pensacola, FL 
 Patty Ping   (850) 492-1757 
 
Sand Spurs 
 Caller: Miriam Merriwether, Thursdays , 7:00—9:00 PM 
 PASARDA Hall 
 17 Industrial Street, Ft. Walton Beach, FL 
 Jackie Kramer  (850) 974-0091 
 
Seaside Squares 
 Caller: Various, Fridays, 7:30—9:30 PM 
 Cuer: Terri Wilaby 
 Ragon Hall 
 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, FL 
 Tim Wilaby   (850) 512-5600 
 
Swinging Squares 
 Caller:   Chris Burchfield,  Thur, 7—9:30 PM 
 Cuer: Sandy Sturgis        
 Grand Square Hall 
 1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, FL 
 Joe McLendon  (850) 769-4218 
 
T—N—T Rounds 
 Cuer: Terri Wilaby, Sundays, 3:30—5:30 PM 
 Ragon Hall 
 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, FL 
 Terri Wilaby   (850) 712-5230 
 
 
For any further information, contact Terri Wilaby,  
(850) 712-5230 or  panhandlepress@hotmail.com. 
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64th NATIONAL 
SQUARE DANCE  
CONVENTION® 

Springfield, Massachusetts 
JUNE 24, 25, 26 & 27, 2015 

Square Dancing: From the Outside Looking In 
  

Two native New England callers are featured at this 
year's keynote address. Paul Cote (now of Texas) and Ted 
Lizotte (of New Hampshire), will try and take a step out of the 
box and take a look at our activity from “outside the dance 
hall”.   

Paul and Ted began calling together in 1988 as “The 
Duo!” Despite some resistance by "the establishment" they 
quickly became New England favorites, known for their singing 
calls and harmonies as well as their on stage chemistry.  

In the 26+ years as Ted and Paul have been calling, 
many things within the dance hall have remained the same – 
things outside the activity have not. During their Keynote 
Presentation they hope to shine a light on some of these 
items, to hopefully spark conversation and ideas about how to 
embrace change rather than resist it.  They hope you’ll join 
them at 1:00pm Friday in the MassMutual Center Arena. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 1.  We will be driving to the convention.  We need to know 
where to park our car where it will be safe as we attend the 
convention.  We want the most economical means available.  
We are not familiar with the area. 

Answer:  Springfield is growing and parking lots are 
being taken out of service for construction of a casino.  Park-
ing is at a premium.  If you are housed at any hotels listed 
with Convention Registration & Housing, you may leave your 
car parked at your hotel, buy a bus pass ($50 per person) and 
do all your travel on a bus to and from the Convention Center.  
We have created four bus routes for hotel transportation to 
reduce the length of time on the bus. From the hotels outside 
the routed area, park your car at the Eastern States Exposi-
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tion / Big E gated lot.  There is bus transportation exclusively 
for the parking and camping.  A bus pass at $50 per person is 
required to be transported back to your car (no parking fee).  
The Big E is 1.5 miles from the Convention Center. 

 
2.  If I don't eat seafood, have food allergies, or am looking 
for vegetarian selections, what food choices will I have in 
Springfield?    

Answer:  All restaurants will make exceptions, offering 
vegetarian selections as well as their specialties.  Springfield 
offers food options of poultry, beef, pork as well as seafood.  
We have fast food and full meals at any level of sophistication 
you desire.  If you enjoy ethnic foods, we have that as well.  
Check at the Convention Center for our “Eating Out” display 
with the restaurant map and menus from the multitude of res-
taurants in Springfield.  They all know you’re coming! 

 
 3. Do we square dance at any time during any of the tours.  I 
am wondering about how to pack for this.  I would love to 
leave stuff in the car and take only what is needed.   

Answer: All Half-day, 1-day and Multi-day tours during 
the week do not include dancing. We will be square dancing 
only on the 6-day New England Adventure Tour.  We will 
dance in all 6 states so you can earn your USDA Traveler’s 
Badge signatures.  These dances will be short “more like a 
flash mob” in casual traveling clothes - no dressing up for 
these dances. 

 
 4.  Are there any hidden costs, gratuities to be added, extra 
items that must be purchased while on tour?  I am talking 
about big expenses. 

Answer:  No, everything is included in the tour price. 
When purchasing meals or merchandise on your own, expect 
sales tax of not more than 7%.  If you feel that a person did a 
great job, please extend them the extra gratuities. 

 
5.  How does the insurance work as far as cancella-

tions, if we have to cancel any events?  
Answer:  Follow the cancellation policy on the Insur-

ance Application Form from the 64nsdc.org website set up by 
The Travel Group.  

 
6.  Is there any free time on the tours?  
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Answer:  On any of the Half-day, 1-day and Multi-Day 
tours, the Tours Brochure will indicate meals, shopping and 
free time on your own.  On the 6-Day New England Adventure, 
we have specific times for some arranged tours and events 
with short times for browsing & visiting. 

 
7.  Is there a shuttle to and from the airport and 

Amtrak? 
Answer:  Yes, for Bradley International Airport, contact 

Valet Park of America 1-800-599-8916.  For you on Amtrak, 
take a taxi waiting outside the station. 

 
8.  Can we buy a bus pass after we get to the Conven-

tion?  
Answer:  Yes, we offer two different bus passes.  For 

contracted hotels through our Convention Registration & Hous-
ing, you can purchase a bus pass when you pick up your pack-
et for $60 ($50 prior to Convention).  For non-contracted ho-
tels, we strongly urge you to buy the Park & Ride Shuttle Pass 
for $50 per person (this includes the parking fee and issues 
you the auto admission tag for your mirror). Originating at the 
Eastern States Exposition / Big E / Convention Campground 
this is a secure parking area for your personal vehicle parking.  
The parking lot at the Big E is 1.5 miles from the Convention 
Center supplied by an exclusive bus route.  Your hotel reserva-
tion will verify your ability to purchase this Big E pass.   

 
9.  Is there any dancing earlier in the week? 
Answer:  Yes, starting Sun, Mon, & Tues there will be 

round dancing at the Sheraton Hotel with Roundalab.  At the 
MassMutual Center, starting on Tues there is square dancing 
with Tony Oxendine and Grand Squares, Inc national callers.  
On Wed night The Ghost Riders with Tony Oxendine square 
dance after the dinner & show and two other Trail-In dances 
take place that night at the MMC.  Check the website for Trail 
Thru dances prior to convention and dancing schedules in 
Springfield the week of convention. 

 
10.  If we go on the 6-Day New England Adventure, 

where do we park our car and where do we stay after we get 
back? 

Answer:  To prepare for the 6 day tour, you must sign 
in at the Sheraton Monarch Place Hotel and board your lug-
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gage on the bus.  For those returning to the Sheraton, your 
extra luggage can be stored at the hotel for your return.  
Those needing secure parking, you will drive to the Big E Gat-
ed lot and be picked up there by the bus.  After the tour, you 
will be returned to your vehicle.   To have a room for overnight 
when you return from the New England Tour, you must book 
prior to the trip and using the following websites only.   

You may wish to stay at the Sheraton Monarch Place 
Hotel in Springfield for $89 per night + tax {WEBSITE:  
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?
id=1408117632&key=33DB3984}. 

  
If you are taking a plane, you can reserve at the Shera-

ton at the Bradley International Airport in Hartford, CT  
{WEBSITE:  https//www.starwoodmeeting.com/

StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1410108015&key=2583FB1B}.  The 
bus will take you to this hotel at the airport terminal conven-
ient to your flight for $98 per night + tax. 

To all my dancing 
friends, 

 
Have a blessed 

Easter! 
 

Woo! Woo!  Arlene 
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THE HOLLYWOOD 
SCENE IN 2015 

61ST FLORIDA STATE 
CONVENTION 

MAY 22-25, 2014 
 
CASTING  CALL  # 8 

Judy Anderson 
Director of Publicity 
 
While trying to conjure up something interesting to write 
about this month I was given an article entitled: 
  

FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION HAPPENINGS 
Sub-titled: “A NOTE TO NEW DANCRS” 

 
Quote:  “You can dance your feet off at a State Convention.  
By Memorial Day Weekend, Convention time, you will be able 
to dance in the Basic Hall or the Mainstream Hall.  A few of 
you may be ready for the Plus Hall; it’s which ever you feel 
comfortable in.” 
 
Here is a synopsis of each evening’s activities: 
 
“Friday Night is the time that most Florida State Dresses are 
worn but if you are hot a member of the Florida Federation, 
not to worry or fret, just wear whatever outfit you want to 
show off. 
 
Saturday Night is the “Grand March” and is considered to be 
Club Dress night.  Wear your Club Outfit, if you have one, oth-
erwise again wear another of your own choosing.  Each club is 
represented by one square of dancers who will carry your 
clubs banner in the Grand March and then they will dance the 
first tip of the evening. 
 
Sunday Night is the night when the next years Convention Or-
ganizers will put on a little show (Or as we call it – a Kick-Off) 
for their Convention.  Dress for this night is of your own 
choosing.   
 
You will not feel uneasy after your first tip or two because you 
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will find you are as good as anyone there – just ask anyone 
who has been there about their first time experience.  We 
have all been “new dancers” and attended our “first” conven-
tion.  You can dance your feet off and visit with friends but 
you will also make some really nice new friends from all over 
the State. 
 
Come see what we are talking about.  We are convinced you 
will enjoy yourself and feel you have gotten your money’s 
worth for a full weekend of dancing, fun and entertainment.  
You will have a good time – we promise”.  Unquote.  So get 
your Registration Form sent in now before the price goes up 
on May 1st.  There is one elsewhere in this book or check your 
clubs flyer table.  
 
Here is a little reminder for those of you attending the Trail-In 
Dance on Thursday evening---have all of you Clark Gables and 
Elizabeth Taylors got your costumes ready for the “Parade of 
Starts”?  Let’s see just how creative your imaginations is for 
dreaming up the best outfits.  There will be several prizes 
awarded.   
 
And don’t forget to purchase your “Name Star” for our Wall of 
Fame at the Convention center.  To purchase one contact Jack 
or Barbara Hoffman, jackbarb@juno.com for the needed infor-
mation.  Only $5.00 each and you get to take the Star home 
with you at the end of the convention.  So will we see you 
there???? 
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Ragon Hall 
2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, FL  32526 

(850) 944-0322 
 

Mondays 
Jazzercize 4:15—5:15, 5:30—6:30 pm 
Instructor:  Cindy Till (850) 232-0243, donaldhoffay@cox.net 
 
Tuesdays 
Jazzercize 4:15—5:15, 5:30—6:30 pm 
Instructor: Cindy Till (850) 232-0243, donaldhoffay@cox.net 
 
Beginner Rounds  7:00—9:00 pm 
Instructor:  Tim/Terri Wilaby (850) 712-5230, terriwilaby@hotmail.com 
 
Wednesdays 
Jazzercize 4:15—5:15, 5:30—6:30 pm 
Instructor: Cindy Till (850) 232-0243, donaldhoffay@cox.net 
 
Thursdays 
Jazzercize 4:15—5:15, 5:30—6:30 pm 
Instructor: Cindy Till (850) 232-0243, donaldhoffay@cox.net 
 
Gulf Coast A’s A1/A2 Square Dance Club  7:00—9:00 pm 
Caller:  Bob Poyner (850) 834-3548, bnapoy@gtcom.net 
 
Fridays 
Seaside Squares Plus Squares with Rounds  7:30—9:30 pm 
Various callers, President Tim Wilaby  (850) 512-5600,  
           timwilaby@hotmail.com 
 
Saturdays 
Assorted activities, see our calendar @  
http://www.floridasquaredance.com/ragonhall/index.html 
 
Sundays 
T-N-T Rounds 3:30—5:30 pm 
Cuer: Tim/Terri Wilaby   (850) 712-5230, terriwilaby@hotmail.com 
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PENSACOLA TWIRLERS 
PENSACOLA 

 
No report 

SWINGING SQUARES 
PANAMA CITY 

 
No Report 
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64th NATIONAL 
SQUARE DANCE 
CONVENTION® 

Springfield, Massachusetts 
JUNE 24, 25, 26 & 27, 2015 

 
  
 

Better Dance Hall Sound – In The “Big 
Halls” 

What to expect at the 64th National Square Dance Convention® 
 

     by Al Rouff, Services Chairman, 64th 
NSDC® 

 
A few years ago, I attended a National 
Square Dance Convention where I overheard 
two couples having a conversation in the 

hallway.  One couple told the other “We just left the Plus 
Hall with a headache after three tips.”  So, why did they 
have a headache? 

 
These days, convention centers are frequently being 
used for National Square Dance Conventions and the 
acoustics in those big concrete exhibit halls are ex-
tremely harsh.  The sound systems are set up at the 
front of the dance hall and the caller turns up the 
volume until the dancers at the back of the hall indi-
cate they can hear.  The speakers are mounted on 
stands, but not really high enough for the size of the 
hall.  The “Nationals” hire contractors to provide 
sound in the dance halls.  The 64th NSDC® will hire 
two sound contractors, one for the “big halls” and 
another for all the other halls. 
 
At our convention, the contractor for the 2 biggest 
halls will be a local company that provides sound 
systems for concerts, college graduation ceremonies, 
etc.   In June 2013, we invited the company owner to 
a benefit dance that we ran in the venue that will be 
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our big Plus hall so that we could teach him a few 
things about our activity.  The most important thing 
we taught him was the importance of every dancer 
being able to understand every word spoken by the 
caller.  We had him come back with a sound system 
for our Pre-Convention dance in the same venue in 
February 2014. 
 
In between June 2013 and February 2014, a concept 
for sounding the same hall was discussed at length.  
There were two serious problems that needed mitiga-
tion: 
 

In a typical large hall, the dancers at the front 
of the dance floor are blasted with high vol-
ume in order for the dancers at the back to be 
able to hear. 
 
In a hall with poor acoustics, the sound that 
reflects from the hard surfaces will produce 
standing waves that result in unintelligible 
speech, especially near the back. 

 
Two of the speaker arrays shown were used, each 
one supported high above the floor: 
 

   
 
At the top is a mounting bracket, to which 4 separate 
speakers are attached and hanging.  The mechanical 
supporting arrangement is such that the 4 speakers 
are at different angles relative to the dance floor.  
The top speaker is projecting towards the back of the 
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dance floor, the bottom speaker is projecting towards 
the front of the dance floor, and the 2 middle speak-
ers are projecting towards intermediate areas of the 
dance floor.  The sound system provides for individu-
al control of the volume for each speaker.  This re-
sults in the ability to push more sound towards the 
back of the hall, less towards the front, etc.  Because 
of the speaker height, each dancer has a direct, un-
obstructed path between their ears and the speak-
ers. 
 
Elevating the speaker arrays high above the dance 
floor, and tilting them at an appropriate angle, 
achieves mitigation of the reflected sound.  Think 
about this.  What if the sound coming from the 
speaker was angled downward and reflected from the 
floor rather than reaching the back wall directly.  The 
sound reflecting from the floor would be traveling 
upwards when it reaches the back wall.  That sound 
is now traveling upwards towards the ceiling where it 
will be reflected again.  This third reflection sends 
any remaining energy down towards the front of the 
dance floor (where the sound from the speakers is 
the loudest).  The reflected sound that reaches the 
front of the dance floor has bounced 3 times and is 
so weak that it is barely noticed. 
 
The results achieved with this approach were out-
standing.  The same arrangement of 4 speakers in a 
stack, with a stack on each side of the caller, will be 
used in our big Plus Hall.  This is Exhibit Hall B in the 
MassMutual Center. 
 
A similar system will be used in the Arena where the 
Live Music dancing will take place with the Ghost Rid-
ers Square Dance Band.  In this case, the speaker 
stacks will be increased from 4 speakers in a stack to 
8 speakers in a stack.  The band will be located at 
one end of the Arena with a stack on each side of the 
stage.  In this case, the speaker stacks will be 
“hung” from above rather than using a Genie Lift as 
we are doing in the Plus Hall. 
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 TNT ROUNDS 
PENSACOLA 

 
We certainly enjoyed our holidays, how 
about you?  Just enough of a refreshing 
break so we could come back to teaching the 

next class, Waltz.  The class has settled into a steady roster of 
26 students.  And they are such a delight to teach! 
 
The January Shine was the first big event for us this year.  Ted 
and Nancy Kennedy did a wonderful job, Ted calling, and Nan-
cy playing hostess.  I am glad to say this dance seems to be 
turning into a regular occurrence.  Look for it’s return in 2016. 
 
Then it was time for the Winter Fling, Mardi Gras Ball, Canoe 
Squares Anniversary, a half-way dance for the waltz class and 
the Alabama Jubilee.  What a busy first quarter! 
 
We are really happy (?) to say the second quarter will not be 
quite so busy.  We have a dance in Fort Walton the first week 
of May and the Florida State Square and Round Dance conven-
tion the last week (you are going, right?!).  This is followed by 
the Roundalab convention in June and National Square and 
Round Dance convention immediately afterwards. 
 
We sure hope to see you at one of these events.  If not per-
haps we will see you at the July Jamboree or Seaside Anniver-
sary in August.  Tim and I are cueing both of these dances this 
year. 
 
Oh, I almost forgot!  Please accept our invitation to the waltz 
class graduation in May.  The class will graduate on May 17 
after having made it through Phase III waltz!  As of the writing 
of this article, they have already finished Phase II! 
 
I’m sorry I don’t have any pictures to share with you.  With 
me cueing and Tim dancing with several of the 
single ladies, I’m not getting a lot to share.  My 
invitation for someone to pick the camera up 
and take pictures has not been accepted—yet.  
Of course, who knows what will be on the disk 
if someone did!! 




